Back Country Horsemen of New Mexico
 January 2010       
Lower Rio Grande Chapter



             Newsletter                                                                                                     






















[image: image1.jpg]



PRESIDENT’S PROSE

Welcome to the New Year ~ let’s make the most of it by getting out there and getting some trail work done, while we enjoy the great outdoors, our favorite horses, and a great crew of back country horsemen!  This year we’ll be venturing out a bit further than usual.  In addition to the BLM lands around Las Cruces, the Gila NF and Fort Stanton, we’ll be teaming up with the NM Wilderness Alliance and the Socorro BCH Chapter for a work project at San Mateo Peak (just over 10,000 feet elevation), in the Apache Kid Wilderness of the Cibola National Forest.  We’ve also been asked by the Black Range District Ranger, Les Dufour, to work at Monument Park (about 8,000 feet) in the Gila NF west of Chloride.  You’ll definitely want to have your horse legged up and ready for some mountain work, come summertime, so be sure and join us on our training rides, the first and third weekends of every month.  You’ll need to renew your membership if you haven’t yet, and then hit the trail!  You can download the membership form from our website, and send it in with updated information for our records.  Thanks!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
January 2:  Soledad Canyon Patrol, DUE TO THE RECENT COLD SNAP WE WILL NOT RIDE UNTIL 11 AM.
Directions to Soledad Canyon:  Take I-25 to University Exit, proceed East past the Farm and Ranch Museum, continue another three miles to Soledad Canyon Road.  Turn right and follow Soledad Canyon Rd. to its end in the foothills of the Organ Mountains, about 7 miles from 

I-25.  
January 9:  Riders of the Purple Sage Second Saturday Competitive Trail Challenge, Picacho Peak, 11 am.  $20 entry fee.  See Classifieds below for more details.

Directions:  Take Highway 70 West, Airport exit, take the first dirt road that goes right (North) about a half mile after Barker’s Produce.  Follow this road through a gate (please keep gate closed), to the edge of the escarpment at the Southwest side of Picacho Peak.  The road drops sharply down into the arroyos around the mountain – don’t go down!  Park at the top on level ground.  It takes about 20 minutes to get to this parking area from the pavement on Airport Rd.

(Cont’d below)
January 16:  Three Rivers Training Ride, 11:00 am ready to ride.   Bring snacks for the ride and a pot luck dish for after the ride.  Plan on a 2.5 to 3 hour drive to get there.  
Directions:  take Highway 70 east to Alamogordo and north to Tularosa, then north on US Hwy. 54.  Proceed 17.5 miles and turn right at Three Rivers and then northeast on CR B030 for 13 miles to the Three Rivers campground.  Turn right onto loop road, park at trailhead on east side of campground.

January 21:  LRGC Monthly Meeting, 6:00 pm, at the home of Joyce & Dick Getrost.
Directions to Joyce's place:  from the north take Hwy. 70 east and exit onto Roadrunner, proceed south to Golf Club, turn left onto Golf Club and take the fourth left, which is Cave Creek Manor, then the first left onto Dry Creek.  Joyce's is the third house on the right, 1215 Dry Creek.  From the south take Lohman east to Roadrunner, turn left (north) and proceed to Golf Club, turn right and proceed as above.

January 23:  BCHNM Board Meeting, Kiva RV Park, Bernardo, 12:00 pot luck, 1:00 meeting.

February 6:  Training Ride at ‘A’ Mountain, 11:00 am.  
Directions:  Park at the second parking area on the northeast side of the mountain (toward the Organ Mountains).  It’s about two miles past (east of) the NM Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum entrance on University/Dripping Springs Rd.

February 13:  Riders of the Purple Sage Second Saturday Competitive Trail Challenge, 11:00 am, Rio Grande Valley near Dona Ana.  $20 entry fee.  See Classifieds below for details.  

February 18:  LRGC Monthly Meeting, 6:00 pm,  at Don Patterson’s place in Mesilla.
Directions to Don Patterson's Place:  from Mesilla go west on Calle del Norte, cross river, take a left (west) on Mesilla Hills Dr., take a right on Kokopelli Lane, park at end of street.  Don's place is the second house on the left on Kokopelli Lane.  Do NOT drive up his driveway -- park at the bottom and walk up steps, go through courtyard to house.  Don's number is 527-4861.

February 20:  Faulkner Canyon training ride, 10:00 am.

Directions:  Take Valley Drive north from Las Cruces, (Hwy. 185) to Radium Springs.  Pass the Fort Selden turn-off (don’t turn – continue North) –  you will cross the river and then pass the Blue Moon Bar where the highway turns toward the West.  Faulkner Canyon Road is about a half-mile West of the Blue Moon Bar and has a green street sign.  Go left onto Faulkner Canyon Rd. and proceed about a mile to a gate.  Enter and close the gate behind you, then proceed about a mile and a half to an old stone house with corrals and windmill.  The arroyo widens out just beyond this house and you can park along the right side where there’s room to turn around.
February 27:  Pat Buls’ Trail Training Clinic at Shining Heart Farm, 11:00 am. – 1:00 pm.
Learn the strategies you need to know about maneuvering your horse through any obstacle, in any situation.  Please see the Training Method page at http://www.shiningheartfarm.com for more details on Pat’s training philosophy.  $25 entry fee for horse/rider--$10 audit fee.  Call 575-571-0221 to enter, or email Pat at gentletamer1@peoplepc.com.
Directions:  From I-25 take Exit 19 (Radium Springs), proceed west over the freeway and take the first right (Tel High) and another immediate Right (Desert Edge) and follow it to the water tower.  Turn left onto DeBeers Dr. and go exactly 0.3 mile.  You will see a horse-crossing sign on the right, and Pat’s driveway on the left.  (From old HWY 185 Tel High will be the third left turn after the railroad tracks). 

March 6:  Picacho Peak Training Ride, 10:00 am.
Directions:  Take Highway 70 West, Airport exit, take the first dirt road that goes right (North) about a half mile after Barker’s Produce.  Follow this road through a gate (please keep gate closed), to the edge of the escarpment at the Southwest side of Picacho Peak.  The road drops sharply down into the arroyos around the mountain – don’t go down!  Park at the top on level ground.  It takes about 20 minutes to get to this parking area (which is not yet marked) from the pavement on Airport Rd.
March 18:  LRGC Monthly Meeting, 6 pm.
March 20:  Soledad Canyon Patrol, 10:00 am.

Directions:  See January 2 ride date.

April 3:  Box Canyon Training Ride, Robledo Mountains, 10:00 am.

April 9 & 10:  Joint Work Project with Socorro Chapter and NM Wilderness Alliance at San Mateo Peak Lookout.  We will camp at Springtime campground, ride to the peak and clean up the area.  This date is tentative.

April 15:  LRGC Monthly Meeting.

April 17:  Broad Canyon Training Ride/Cleanup.  

CLASSIFIEDS (free to members ~ email your ad to Pat Buls, gentletamer1@peoplepc.com
SECOND SATURDAY monthly Competitive Trail Ride!  Riders of the Purple Sage will stage a monthly competitive trail ride in Dona Ana County at different sites with natural obstacles and prizes for winners in adult and junior rider (under age 15) categories.  $20 entry fee.  Rides will be three to six miles (1 to 2 hours) in length, and riders will be judged on negotiation of obstacles.  Come for the fun of it, test your skills, improve your horse’s skills and challenge his mind.  Call or email Pat Buls for more details:  505-990-7801 or 575-571-0221; gentletamer1@peoplepc.com  January ride will be around Picacho Peak.  11:00 am.
Directions:  Take Highway 70 West, Airport exit, take the first dirt road that goes right (North) about a half mile after Barker’s Produce.  Follow this road through a gate (please keep gate closed), to the edge of the escarpment at the Southwest side of Picacho Peak.  The road drops sharply down into the arroyos around the mountain – don’t go down!  Park at the top on level ground.  It takes about 20 minutes to get to this parking area (which is not yet marked) from the pavement on Airport Rd.
Trail Training Clinic by Pat Buls at Shining Heart Farm in Radium Springs, February 27, 11:00 am. – 1:00 pm.  Learn the strategies you need to know about maneuvering your horse through any obstacle, in any situation.  Please see Pat’s Training Method page at http://www.shiningheartfarm.com for more details on her training philosophy.  $25 entry fee for horse/rider--$10 audit fee.  Call 575-571-0221 to enter, or email Pat at

gentletamer1@peoplepc.com.  (Cont’d below)
Directions:  From I-25 take Exit 19 (Radium Springs), proceed west over the freeway and take the first right (Tel High) and another immediate Right (Desert Edge) and follow it to the water tower.  Turn left onto DeBeers Dr. and go exactly 0.3 mile.  You will see a horse-crossing sign on the right, and Pat’s driveway on the left.  (From old HWY 185 Tel High will be the third left turn after the railroad tracks). 

HAY FOR SALE:  grass/alfalfa mix, real nice clean heavy bales (2 strand) about 20% alfalfa.  Contact Milette Lanphere:  575-649-4307.
Riding lessons and horses trained in a gentle, low-stress environment, including arena obstacles and trail riding, with dressage basics.  Call Pat Buls, The Gentle Tamer, at 525-9334.
See Pat’s website:  http://www.ShiningHeartFarm.com for her training method/philosophy.
Websites of our Congressmen, where you can get their email addresses:

 
US Senator Jeff Bingaman:  http://bingaman.senate.gov  Phone# 800-443-8658

  
US Senator Tom Udall:  http://udall.senate.gov  Phone# 202-224-6621

  
US Representative Harry Teague:  http://teague.house.gov  Phone# 202-225-2365

  
US Representative Silvestre Reyes:  http://reyes.house.gov Phone# 202-225-4831
Online Calendar for members:  http//www.familytimeplanner.com/LRGBCH1
Information on the Rio Grande Trail: 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/riograndeconcept.htm
For up-to-date info on National Forests and BLM areas, go to http://www.nmfireinfo.com or http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/information/firerestrictions/nm/restrictions_nm.htm.

Don’t forget to order your horse supplies online from COUNTRY SUPPLY at http://www.countrysupply.com and enter the Country Care Code:  BCHLRGC
Five percent of your purchase will be contributed to our club.
For some interesting info on the barefoot horse:

http://www.hoofrehab.com/index.htm 
For some very interesting info on feeding the horse:

www.safergrass.org
The web homepage of the New Mexico DOT BPE program has been updated
now that our new BPE Coordinator Tom Trowbridge is in the saddle.
http://www.nmshtd.state.nm.us/main.asp?secid=11190

For info on how to GEOCACHE check out the official website:  http://www.geocaching.com/
For info on mounted orienteering:  http://www.nacmo.org
P.O. Box 445, Radium Springs, NM 88054
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