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PRESIDENT’S PROSE

This month has been officially declared National Wilderness month by the federal government.  I’ll second that!  We’ll be in the Gila Wilderness the weekend of September 12 for our BCHNM Rendezvous, and I guarantee we’ll be having a great time and creating a wonderful wilderness experience.  The Gila and Lower Rio Grande Chapters have been working all summer on the preparations, and enjoying every minute of it.  It’s rained quite a bit in the Mimbres Valley area, so the grass is green, the wildlife is abundant, and the scenery is spectacular!  There’s nothin’ like seeing new country on a good horse, and with good friends tellin’ stories around the campfire -- it doesn’t get any better than that!

Two members rode in the Dona Anas on August 18th.  Carol Edmonds and Julie Basile were glad to see each other when they got to the parking area -- where was everybody who wanted a during-the-week ride?

We also rode into Faulkner Canyon in August, from the home of new members Lee and Debbie Preece.  Lee led us to a spring that we didn’t know about.  That’s good information for desert dwellers!  We had a great ride and Dave Rains informed us that he wrangled permission from the federal government to lead us on a ride into Soledad Canyon -- into the Missile Range Restricted Area where there are some old homesteads and lots of history that Dave can tell us all about.  That ride is scheduled for October 17th, so plan ahead and join us!
Our August meeting was held at Bob and Tracie Zeissel’s place.  They were very gracious hosts, providing us with a great layout of snacks and drinks.  We passed a motion to send $200 to the BCHA Legal Fund.
Our illustrious secretary, Joyce Getrost, spent the month of August with her horse at the Parelli Ranch in Pagosa Springs, Colorado.  She will be the object of great interest at our next meeting.  She’s got some stories to tell!  BE THERE!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
September 11 - 13:  BCHNM RENDEZVOUS, Gila National Forest, Celebration Canyon.
Directions:  From Las Cruces take I-10 west to Deming, then Hwy 180 North to Bayard, then take Hwy 152 East to Hwy 35 to Mimbres.  Celebration Canyon is on the left, 13.5 miles past the Mimbres Post Office, 7.5 miles past the Forest Service Ranger Station, and 5 miles past Camp Thunderbird.  The entrance (across a cattle-guard) is just a little past mile marker 18.
You can also take Hwy 61 up the Mimbres River from Hwy 180 north of Deming (exit for City of Rocks), but it's a winding road with lots of blind corners, probably not the best for hauling horses.  The same goes for the route through Hillsboro and over Emory Pass.
September 17:  Regular monthly meeting, 6:00 pm at Pat Buls’ place in Radium Springs.  Joyce Getrost will demonstrate some of her horse’s new tricks.  

Directions:  From I-25 take Exit 19 (Radium Springs), proceed west over the freeway and take the first right (Tel High) and another immediate Right (Desert Edge) and follow it to the water tower.  Turn left onto DeBeers Dr. and go exactly 0.3 mile.  You will see a horse-crossing sign on the right, and Pat’s driveway on the left.  (From old HWY 185 Tel High will be the third left turn after the railroad tracks). 

October 3:  Picacho Peak Ride, 10:00 am.
Directions:  Take Highway 70 West, Airport exit, take the first dirt road that goes right (North) about a half mile after Barker’s Produce.  Follow this road through a gate (please keep gate closed), to the edge of the escarpment at the Southwest side of Picacho Peak.  The road drops sharply down into the arroyos around the mountain – don’t go down!  Park at the top on level ground.  It takes about 20 minutes to get to this parking area (which is not yet marked) from the pavement on Airport Rd.
October 15:  Regular monthly meeting, 6:00 pm, location TBA.
October 17:  Soledad Canyon Ride into restricted area, escorted by member Dave Rains, with permission from White Sands Missile Range. 10 am.

Directions to Soledad Canyon:  Take I-25 to University Exit, proceed East past the Farm and Ranch Museum, continue another three miles to Soledad Canyon Road.  Turn right and follow Soledad Canyon Rd. to its end in the foothills of the Organ Mountains, about 7 miles from 
I-25.
October 24:  BCHNM Board Meeting, Kiva RV Park, Bernardo, NM, 1 pm.  
CLASSIFIEDS
Riding lessons and horses trained in a gentle, low-stress environment, including arena obstacles and trail riding.  Call Pat Buls, The Gentle Tamer, at 525-9334.
Websites of our Congressmen, where you can get their email addresses and fax numbers:

 
US Senator Jeff Bingaman:  http://bingaman.senate.gov  Phone# 800-443-8658

  
US Senator Tom Udall:  http://udall.senate.gov  Phone# 202-224-6621

  
US Representative Harry Teague:  http://teague.house.gov  Phone# 202-225-2365

  
US Representative Silvestre Reyes:  http://reyes.house.gov Phone# 202-225-4831
Online Calendar for members:  http//www.familytimeplanner.com/LRGBCH1
Information on the Rio Grande Trail: 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/riograndeconcept.htm
For up-to-date info on National Forests and BLM areas, go to http://www.nmfireinfo.com or http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/information/firerestrictions/nm/restrictions_nm.htm.

Don’t forget to order your horse supplies online from COUNTRY SUPPLY at http://www.countrysupply.com and enter the Country Care Code:  BCHLRGC
Five percent of your purchase will be contributed to our club.
For some interesting info on the barefoot horse:

http://www.hoofrehab.com/index.htm 
For some very interesting info on feeding the horse:

www.safergrass.org
The web homepage of the New Mexico DOT BPE program has been updated,
now that our new BPE Coordinator Tom Trowbridge is in the saddle.
http://www.nmshtd.state.nm.us/main.asp?secid=11190

For info on how to GEOCACHE check out the official website:  http://www.geocaching.com/
For info on mounted orienteering:  http://www.nacmo.org
P.O. Box 445, Radium Springs, NM 88054
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