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PRESIDENT’S STORY

Well, we knew it was too good to be true -- temperatures in the 80’s in February, and hardly any wind in March...  we’re gettin’ our spring weather now, with a vengeance -- run for cover!  Let’s hope April goes out like a lamb...

We had some good rides in March, but we haven’t had the turnout that we’d like to see.    If there’s anything you’d like to see done differently, or you have a suggestion on where you’d like to ride, feel free to contact any of our officers listed above.  We aim to please!  As you know, a volunteer group is only as good as the people who show up.  

If you’re not sure of your horse in a group situation, join the Formation Riding Class on Friday mornings at my place in Radium Springs.  It’s a great way to get better control of your horse in a group, but in a more controlled environment.  And it’s allot of fun!

As you may have heard, the Omnibus Lands Bill passed in Congress -- that’s the one that sets aside new wilderness areas in many states, and includes the Paleozoic Trackways in our own Robledo Mountains.  Thanks to all of you who contacted your congressmen and helped spread the word.  
Una Smith, who writes the trails column in The Horsemen’s Voice Magazine, is gathering information on long distance trails in development, for her column. One is an exciting rails-to-trails project in the Sacramento Mountains area: the Mexican Canyon Trestle Restoration
Project, part of a much larger project to develop and/or connect existing trails to create an enormous trail network encircling the area. Anyone involved in this, please contact her:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln/projects/trestle.htm
http://www.nmrailstotrails.org/proposed_trails_8x11.jpg
Cowboy Days was a big success this year, with many more people in attendance than in recent years.  We were there with our Back Country Horsemen information booth, and Julie’s budding young pack mule attracted allot of attention.  We handed out lots of brochures and we hope to see some new members for our chapter.
Both of our March rides were in sheltered areas out of the winds -- Soledad Canyon, and Faulkner Canyon.  We will be making more trips to the Gila this summer, in preparation for the Rendezvous in September, so we need to prepare our horses by riding the mountains around home first.  Mark your calendar for the upcoming trail rides, and come join us!

Our chapter’s State Directors, Carol Edmonds and Tom Bryant, and I attended a BCHNM board meeting in Bernardo last weekend.  It was a very productive meeting, with the final plans for the Rendezvous being worked out.  We were joined by Bob Woods, of the Continental Divide Trail Alliance.  He filled us in on the present status of the trail in New Mexico, which has about 200 miles left to be developed (mostly in the northern part of the state).  He invited us to adopt a section of the CDT to maintain, so that will be one of our goals for this summer, as well.  The Rendezvous ’09 proposed site at Celebration Canyon is on the Continental Divide, at about 4,000 ft. elevation.  The geological formations in this area are breathtaking!
Nick Martinez of the Santa Fe Chapter reported that our total New Mexico volunteer hours added up to the equivalent of $244,839.00 worth of work!!!  The total for the national organization was about $5,200,000.00.  We are definitely a SERVICE ORGANIZATION!  
We will join the Socorro Chapter in marking trails at Fort Stanton again, tentatively on Memorial Day Weekend, May 23 & 24.  This is a great place to start gearing up for the Gila.

I have asked the Gila Chapter to join us in June in clearing Forest Trail 114 this summer.  It’s on the southeast side of the Gila, and is the continuation of Railroad Canyon Trail (128) and forms a loop with the Gallinas Canyon Trail (129) and Sid’s Prong (121).  Our trip there last summer proved impassable beyond Holden Prong Saddle, where FT 114 begins.  There’s allot of down timber to be removed, so watch the schedule and plan on helping out!  If you are interested in taking the Forest Service’s course for cross-cut saw certification, there will be a weekend course given at the Santa Fe Ski Area on April 25 & 26.  Contact Richard Kingsbury ASAP at pwrgentech@earthlink.net  
Also in June is a horse fair in Edgewood, east of Albuquerque that BCHNM will be attending.  June 19-21, billed as “Hammers & Hooves Horse Fair”, it will feature a live shoeing competition by world championship blacksmiths, admission to Wildlife West Nature Park, and demonstrations by the leading professionals in the NM Horse Industry.  There will also be a photography contest, as well as an old fashioned pie contest, and vendors of all sorts.  Admission is only $7.00 for adults, $6.00 for seniors, and $4.00 for kids over 5, under 5 free. Contact phone #: 281-8917, or HammersAndHoovesHorseFair@q.com
Minutes for March Meeting BCH LCGC

Time and Date:  6:30, March 19, 2009

Place:  Joyce Getrost’s home

Attendees:  Joyce Getrost, Pat Buls, Don Patterson, Pat Ethridge, Tracie Zeissel, Bob Zeissel, Nana Delanoy

Rendezvous Plans:   Pat Buls presented her version of the saddle bag to be considered for a gift for attendees to the Rendezvous.  Because of the cost of $20 per bag, Don suggested that it be sold to attendees.  Joyce suggested that it be used for the raffle.  Pat Buls will discuss this at the Board meeting the end of March. 

The alternative gift for attendees was a brow band with BCH 09 engraved on it.  Additional stones and decoration can be added.   A prototype is being made and will be presented to the board also.

Attendees will be limited to 70.  This limitation is necessary to meet the requirements of the Forest Service.  The limitation will be stated on the invitation to the chapters.

We need to check out the facilities, overnight and meals, at the Breathe Inn which is close to the Rendezvous site.  On May 8th several members will go up to the site for a weekend to check out facilities, trails, etc.

Submitted by Joyce Getrost

Secretary/Treasurer, March 22, 2009
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

NOTE:  RIDE DATES ARE NOT ON THE USUAL FIRST & THIRD SATURDAYS
April 4:  Picacho Peak Ride from Pat Ethridge’s place, 10 am ready to ride.  POT LUCK lunch.  Pat will provide drinks and enchiladas, you bring side dish.

Directions to Pat Ethridge's Place:

From the North take Hwy. 185 (Valley Drive) to Shalem Colony and go West (right) 2.5 mile to Skyline Drive. Pat's is the second house on the right, 4038 Skyline Dr. 

From the South (Las Cruces) take Picacho (Hwy. 70) West to Shalem Colony and turn North. Go exactly four miles to Skyline Drive and go West (left) to 4038 Skyline Dr. 

Pat's number is 647-4765.
April 11:  Ride at Jackie Johnston’s place, Aguirre Springs area, 10 am ready to ride.  

Directions to  Bill & Jackie Johnston’s, 18000 Johnston Ranch Rd., Organ, NM 88052
FROM LAS CRUCES take U.S. 70 east toward Alamogordo. You'll be heading 
toward the Organ Mountains. After about 11 miles you go through the 
little town of Organ. Another couple of miles and you top out over the 
San Augustine Pass.  Just one mile down the other (east) side from the pass, you come to Mile 
Marker 165, and a paved road going off to the right to the Aguirre Springs Recreation Area and campground. (Again, you will have gone only one mile down from the pass. You're still well up on the east side of the mountain at this point.) There are brown signs with white lettering 
for the Aguirre Springs Recreation Area at the intersection. Take that 
road toward Aguirre Springs.
Go exactly one mile down the Aguirre Springs Road. You'll come to a dirt road on the right called Johnston Ranch Road. There is a yellow sign with the name just before the intersection, and a green street sign with the name at the intersection. Take that road.
About 75 yards or so after entering Johnston Ranch Road you will see a gravel trail veering off to the right. IGNORE the gravel trail, and continue straight ahead up the dirt road. Also ignore the “No Trespassing” signs, which are for the benefit of uninvited sightseers.
Follow Johnston Ranch Road all the way to the back (about a quarter mile). It will curve around behind a pink house inside of a chain link fence. Ignore the pink house. Once you get all the way around behind the pink house, you will see our house in the back, which is white and has some large ham radio antennas next to it. The address is 18000 Johnston Ranch Rd.  Right after you see our house, you'll come to a gate. The gate is not locked, but if it's closed, it just rolls off to the side (close it behind you so the horses don’t get out), after which you'll drive the last hundred yards or so to the house. Phone number is 382-7804.
April 16:  LRGC BCH Meeting at Don Patterson’s place, 6:30 pm.

Directions to Don Patterson's Place:  from Mesilla (Hwy 28) go west on Calle del Oeste (stop light), cross the river, take a left (west) on Mesilla Hills Dr., take a right on Kokopelli Lane, park at end of street.  Don's place is the second house on the left on Kokopelli Lane.  Do NOT go up his driveway, park at the bottom and walk up steps.  Don's number is 527-4861.

April 25:  Jimmy Durante Children’s Fund Ride, Caballo, NM. Contact Trinna Riddle, 267-5472 or 640-8482.

May 2:  Tonuco Mountain Ride, 10 am.  Bring water and snack.
Directions:  Go North on I-25 to Upham Exit, go under freeway and back south on dirt road along freeway til you come to the corrals and windmill. Park here.

May 8-10:  Celebration Canyon, Gila National Forest scouting ride.  

Directions to follow.

May 16:  Soledad Canyon Ride and trash pickup.  10 am Ready to Ride.

May 23 & 24:  Tentative joint project with Socorro Chapter marking trails at Fort Stanton.

Details to follow.

June 19-21:  Hammers & Hooves Horse Fair, Edgewood, NM 

July 25:  BCHNM Board Meeting

September 11-13:  Rendezvous 09, Gila National Forest.
CLASSIFIEDS
Milette Lanphere has an apartment for rent on Lujan Hill Road north of Dona Ana.  It includes horse accommodations.  Call 647-8894.

Dianna Stark has a Hunter Show Pony -- flashy red roan pinto -- winning in the show ring, $4,500; and a Thoroughbred gelding, nice riding horse for $1,500. A recent car wreck that aggravated an old back injury forces sale.  Contact Dianna at:  635-8281.

Formation Riding Classes at Shining Heart Farm, Pat Buls’ place in Radium Springs, Friday mornings at 10 am.  This is a great way to teach your horse precision control, which goes a long way towards trail safety, and group riding safety.  I also have lots of obstacles in my arena for you to work on and play with -- don’t let your horse be “sensory deprived” with nothing to do but go and whoa -- come join us!  Call 525-9334.
Online Calendar for members:  http//www.familytimeplanner.com/LRGBCH1
If interested in learning all of the import/export regulations for hauling livestock in New Mexico go to: http://www.nmlbonline.com/index.php?id=7
Information on the Rio Grande Trail: 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/riograndeconcept.htm
For up-to-date info on National Forests and BLM areas, go to http://www.nmfireinfo.com or http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/information/firerestrictions/nm/restrictions_nm.htm.

Don’t forget to order your horse supplies online from COUNTRY SUPPLY at http://www.countrysupply.com and enter the Country Care Code:  BCHLRGC
Five percent of your purchase will be contributed to our club.

For some interesting developments on micro-chipping:

http://arkansasanimalproducers.8k.com/whats_new_54.html
For some interesting info on the barefoot horse:

http://www.hoofrehab.com/index.htm 
For some very interesting info on feeding the horse:

www.safergrass.org
The web homepage of the New Mexico DOT BPE program has been updated,
now that our new BPE Coordinator Tom Trowbridge is in the saddle.
http://www.nmshtd.state.nm.us/main.asp?secid=11190

For info on how to GEOCACHE check out the official website:  http://www.geocaching.com/
P.O. Box 445, Radium Springs, NM 88054
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