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Well, we can’t complain too much about this spring weather we’re havin’, with temperatures in the 70’s and 80’s and not every day is windy!  The trees are buddin’ out and the first rattlesnake of the year has been spotted -- but he didn’t bite anybody, so don’t let it scare ya.  It’s time to get your horse in shape for goin’ to the mountains, come summer, so join us on the trails!
We’re ‘springing forward’ this month, as well, so we’ll all have a little more time to get a short ride in after work.  Official LRGC rides are the first and third Saturdays of every month.  And speaking of spring, don’t forget to give your horses their spring shots early this year -- the flies and gnats are already out, and the mosquitoes are not far behind...

Cowboy Days at the New Mexico Farm and Ranch Museum will be the weekend of the 14th this month.  We will be there with our usual booth, demonstrating Leave No Trace horse camping.  We hope to see all our past and present members there, and bring a few more into the herd.  It’s a great time to visit with each other and take in some western hospitality, entertainment and instruction.  Bring the whole family!
The plans for the Rendezvous in September are shaping up, with plans for some great activities, food, prizes, and fun!  We’ll be doing some GPS training, as well as orienteering with map and compass.  Check out the geocaching website at the end of this newsletter.   I recently spoke with our Black Range District Ranger, Les Dufour, who voiced an opinion that I had been concerned about as well.  This geocaching game is taking off like wildfire, and though not as devastating as wildfire, it could become a blight on the surface of the ground that we cherish the most for its unmarred beauty.  There are thousands of geocaches being placed, and listed on the internet, which could become so much “trash” in the wilderness, as well as creating a management problem for the land managers in terms of greatly increased impact in certain areas.  Les’ advice was to minimize the size of a cache, or make it a quest for a certain plant or rock cairn -- something that is there already and need not be man-made or buried, or advertised to the whole world.  I agree whole-heartedly, and our treasure-hunt will be conducted accordingly -- nothing left behind, and none of our caches will be listed on the web.
We have a full schedule this month, so mark your calendar -- and remember, we’ve changed our meeting date to the THIRD THURSDAY of the month.  We are rotating our meeting place to different members’ homes this year, to add a little spice to our meetings, and help us get to know each other better.  This month we’ll be climbing the hill to the beautiful home of our new secretary, Joyce Getrost and her husband Dick.  Directions are below in the schedule of events.  
On a sad note, members Wendy Weir and Julie Basile have recently suffered the loss of close family members.  Our deep sympathy and prayers go out to them.  
RIDE REPORTS

We had ten riders and a couple of ‘camp spuds’ (as opposed to ‘couch potatoes’ at our Feb. 7 ride at White Sands National Monument.  Pat Buls and three-year-old grandson Aiden Huston played in the sand, while Don led the riders on a big loop through the gypsum, to finish up with a wonderful pot-luck spread.  We were joined by our good buddies from Alamogordo, Jeff and Kellie Glaze, and our new friend and Range Rider Dave Rains -- all of whom joined our chapter.  Welcome to you all, and thanks for supporting our work!  We also welcome back R.C. Francis and his daughter Vicki.  Things are shaping up well for some good work parties in the high country this coming summer!
On Feb. 21st we rode the Rio Grande Trail at Williamsburg.  Sadly, all that’s left of the ‘trail’ is the road that runs along the river, traveled by cars, trucks, motorcycles, ATV’s, hunters, anglers, and outlaws.  Most of the trail markers are gone, mowed down by the Bureau of Reclamation, and turned into a horseman’s nightmare -- 8-inch wooden stakes sticking up everywhere...
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

In case of questionable weather, contact Pat Buls at 525-9334, or cell #: 571-0221

March 7:  Soledad Canyon Patrol, 10 am.

Directions to Soledad Canyon:  Take I-25 to University Exit, proceed East past the Farm and Ranch Museum, continue another three miles to Soledad Canyon Road.  Turn right and follow Soledad Canyon Rd. to its end in the foothills of the Organ Mountains, about 7 miles from I-25.  

 March 14:  9 am to 5 pm, Cowboy Days at the Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum.  We will have a booth and all members are encouraged to come and help set up our Leave No Trace Camp and spread the word about BCHA, enjoy the fun and entertainment, and help promote our cause.

March 19:  Regular Monthly Meeting: Joyce Getrost’s Place, 6:30 pm. 
Directions to Joyce's place:  from the north take Hwy. 70 east and exit onto Roadrunner, proceed south to Golf Club, turn left onto Golf Club and take the fourth left, which is Cave Creek Manor, then the first left onto Dry Creek.  Joyce's is the third house on the right, 

1215 Dry Creek.  From the south take Lohman east to Roadrunner, turn left (north) and proceed to Golf Club, turn right and proceed as above.
March 21:  Faulkner Canyon Ride, 10 am.

Directions:  Take Valley Drive north from Las Cruces, (Hwy. 185) to Radium Springs.  Pass the Fort Selden turn-off (don’t turn – continue North) –  you will cross the river and then pass the Blue Moon Bar where the highway turns toward the West.  Faulkner Canyon Road is about a half-mile West of the Blue Moon Bar and has a green street sign.  Go left onto Faulkner Canyon Rd. and proceed about a mile to a gate.  Enter and close the gate behind you, then proceed about a mile and a half to an old stone house with corrals and windmill.  The arroyo widens out just beyond this house and you can park along the right side where there’s room to turn around.
March 28:  BCHNM Board Meeting, Kiva RV Park, Bernardo, 1:00 pm.

April 4:  Picacho Peak ride and Pot Luck from Pat Ethridge’s place, 10 am.

From the North take Hwy. 185 (Valley Drive) to Shalem Colony and go West (right) 2.5 mile to Skyline Drive. Pat's is the second house on the right, 4038 Skyline Dr. 

From the South (Las Cruces) take Picacho (Hwy. 70) west to Shalem Colony and turn North. Go exactly four miles to Skyline Drive and go West (left) to 4038 Skyline Dr. 

Pat's number is 647-4765.
April 16:  Regular Monthly Meeting, 6:30 pm, location TBA.
CLASSIFIEDS
Website creation and maintenance by Julie Basile – 639-1569 or NMGal@q.com
Join in the fun of Formation Riding, Fridays at 10 am at Shining Heart Farm.  Call Pat Buls at 525-9334.  
Geocaching -- want to learn how?  Come join the fun at Pat’s place, Shining Heart Farm in Radium Springs.  525-9334.
Online Calendar for members:  http//www.familytimeplanner.com/LRGBCH1
Information on the Rio Grande Trail: 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/riograndeconcept.htm
For up-to-date info on National Forests and BLM areas, go to http://www.nmfireinfo.com or http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/information/firerestrictions/nm/restrictions_nm.htm.

Don’t forget to order your horse supplies online from COUNTRY SUPPLY at http://www.countrysupply.com and enter the Country Care Code:  BCHLRGC
Five percent of your purchase will be contributed to our club.

For some interesting developments on micro-chipping:

http://arkansasanimalproducers.8k.com/whats_new_54.html
For some interesting info on the barefoot horse:

http://www.hoofrehab.com/index.htm 
The web homepage of the New Mexico DOT BPE program has been updated,
now that our new BPE Coordinator Tom Trowbridge is in the saddle.
http://www.nmshtd.state.nm.us/main.asp?secid=11190

For info on how to GEOCACHE check out the official website:  http://www.geocaching.com/
P.O. Box 445, Radium Springs, NM 88054
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