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SECRETARY’S STORY
It’s hard to believe its ‘pert near’ the end of the year, but the cool weather is surely welcome!  We’ll be ridin’ the trails closer to home now, so plan on joining us on the third Saturday of every month.  And for the months of November, December and January we’ll be riding in the Uvas Mountains on the second Saturday of the month (in addition to the regular third Saturday rides).  We will rendezvous at the Love’s on I-10 West of Las Cruces at 9:00 am and caravan from there to the ride site.  Call me at 525-9334 for further info.

It’s time to renew your membership for next year – any dues paid now will apply to next year’s membership.  Dues are $30 for a single membership, and $40 for a family membership, payable to LRG BCH.  We need your support to continue doing what we do!  Our mission is:
· To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness areas.

· To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.

· To assist the various governments, state and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource.

· To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the use of the back country resource by stock users and the general public commensurate with our heritage.

· To foster and encourage the formation of new state organizations and BCHA.

Last month LRGC members Don Patterson, Joyce Getrost and I did a scouting trip into the Gila National Forest in search of the ideal spot for next year’s BCH Rendezvous.  We found it!  It’s called the Sapillo group campground, off of Hwy. 35, which goes up the Mimbres River valley.  The campground is in the ponderosas, with many camping spots spread out over several acres.  There are many restrooms, and there will be water available (according to the forest ranger we talked to).  There is access to the Continental Divide Trail from there, and lots of room to ride and explore.  It’s gonna be a memorable experience, and it’s gonna happen on the second weekend of September ’09, when the weather’s cooled off, the grass is still green and the wildflowers still in bloom.  Plan on it!

On October 18th Don Patterson, Joyce Getrost, Pat Buls, and Andi De La Torre rode around Picacho Peak and met BLM Recreation rep. Oz Gomez on the northeast side to scout the trail that descends into the canyon.  We will return to ride the three potential trails again and then make a recommendation to the BLM.  The week before that ride Joyce and Pat accompanied Tom Phillips and Tim Sanders of the BLM to both the Picacho Peak Recreation Area new parking lot and the Dona Ana Recreation Area potential new parking area site.  We made some recommendations concerning horse-friendly gates and parking lot designs that are large enough and user-friendly for horsemen.
October 14, 2008 MEETING MINUTES

Members present:  Don Patterson, Joyce Getrost, Carol Edmonds, Nathan Small, Pat Buls.

Nathan suggested we ride in the Uvas Mountains to scout for potential trails and gate locations.  We will schedule rides there on the second Saturdays of November, December, and January.

The third Saturday in November we will ride Bar Canyon at the Soledad Canyon Recreation Area.

December 20th we will have a pot-luck and ride the Rio Grande from the Zeissel's place.

Don made a motion to reimburse Joyce $60.00 for gas used on the scouting trip to the Gila in search of a Rendezvous 09 site.  MSP

Joyce gave us the PowerPoint presentation she has prepared for the Vision 2040 meetings she has been attending in our behalf.  She's done a great job taking pictures to illustrate favorable and unfavorable trails, underpasses, gates, etc. for horsemen.  She reports that the city and county representatives at these meetings are beginning to remember horsemen in their plans for future open space and trails.

Nominations for 2009 officers are: 


President:  Pat Buls


Secretary/Treasurer:  Joyce Getrost


Vice President:  Don Patterson


State Director:  Carol Edmonds


State Director:  Tom Bryant


Historian:  Tracie Zeissel

Respectfully submitted by Pat Buls, Secretary/Treasurer
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
November 8:  Uvas Mountain scouting ride, 9 am, meet at Love’s gas station on I-10 west of Las Cruces ( the first exit west of where Hwy 70 joins the freeway).  We will caravan from there.  Call Pat Buls for further info: 525-9334.
November 11:  Regular Monthly Meeting, 6:30pm at Bob & Tracie Zeissel’s place.  Elections of ’09 Officers.

Directions:  Take Highway 185 (North Valley Drive) to Trail’s End (the first left turn north of Shalem Colony – just as you enter a pecan orchard), turn left onto Trail’s End and follow it about a mile to Pony Express Court on the left.  The Zeissel’s is the second house on Pony Express Court (6420).  The Zeissel’s number is 647-1412.

November 15:  Regular patrol of Bar Canyon Trail at Soledad Canyon Recreation Area, 9 am.

Directions to Soledad Canyon:  Take I-25 to University Exit, proceed East past the Farm and Ranch Museum, continue another three miles to Soledad Canyon Road.  Turn right and follow Soledad Canyon Rd. to its end in the foothills of the Organ Mountains, about 7 miles from I-25.  

December 6:  Randall Davis Clinic.  For details contact Wendy Weir:  wrw2@zianet.com
December 13:  Ride in the Uvas Mountains, same as November 8.

December 20:  Pot luck and River Ride at Bob & Tracie Zeissel’s place (directions same as for Nov. 11 meeting—see above).

January 10:  Uvas Mountain Ride, 9 am, same protocol as November 8.

January 13:  Regular Monthly Meeting.  TBA

January 17:  Dona Ana patrol.  9 am, from West Goat Mountain Parking Area.

Directions:  Go to Dona Ana exit on I-25. Go east (right if you come from
the south). Turn left at first left (Del Rey Blvd). Turn right at first right (Calle Las Lomas). Turn left at La Reina Rd. (at end of Calle Las Lomas). Turn right on Desert Wind Way. Take this road 1 or 1.5 miles back to parking lot. You will cross a cattle guard and the parking lot will be just beyond where the power lines cross the road.

Online Calendar for members:  http//www.familytimeplanner.com/LRGBCH1
Information on the Rio Grande Trail: 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/riograndeconcept.htm
For up-to-date info on National Forests and BLM areas, go to http://www.nmfireinfo.com or http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/information/firerestrictions/nm/restrictions_nm.htm.
For info and maps on the Continental Divide Trail:

http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/continental_divide_nst.html
Don’t forget to order your horse supplies online from COUNTRY SUPPLY at http://www.countrysupply.com and enter the Country Care Code:  BCHLRGC
Five percent of your purchase will be contributed to our club.

For some interesting info on the barefoot horse:

http://www.hoofrehab.com/index.htm
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