Internship at Herbana Farms Philippines

We are opening our internship this October 2003.  It shall run for 6 months.  Interns who decide to continue after the program will be allowed to do so.  A small stipend will be provided for.

Herbana Farms is a 5-acre organic demonstration farm that specializes in the production of herbs, salad greens, specialty vegetables, free-range chicken and tilapia aquaculture.  It also serve as a training venue for people who wants to learn the different organic and natural farming technologies – this will include the Biodynamics – French Intensive, Agroecology and Korean Natural Farming.  Interns shall learn how to culture their own beneficial indigenous microorganisms and bionutrients use in agriculture.

This May, an intern from Univ. of California Santa Cruz will be joining us to set up a special internship arrangement with the university’s environmental studies headed by agroecologist Steve Gleissman, as part of their independent study program.  October, 2 interns are coming on board and hopefully a few more from UCSC.  We can accommodate more.

You will be working with myself and two other colleagues from the local farm school.  One day a week classroom instruction will be provided for.  Most of the week, actual work in the farm that includes propagation, greenhouse work, garden and field work and feeding, maintenance of chicken and tilapia.

Within the year, we hope to set up the kids garden, a little spa and sauna, solar shower and natural pool.  We will also start our tropical orchard and natural piggery modules.

We sell our produce at the farmers market and come October, we shall start our CSA.

Part of the internship program is being assign for a few days or weeks to our collaborated organic farms in the country.  A community immersion with the indigenous peoples of the Northern Philippine famous rice terraces is part of the program, including special tours at the resort island of Puerto Galera, Mindoro and island hopping in the Philippines’last frontier Palawan.  There will be lots of work and lots of fun!

It will be a community type of living using common facilities and sharing food and chores.  We are not vegetarians but can accommodate special foods for special people’s requirements.  

The farm sits on a hill with a panoramic views of Laguna de Bay lake, Mt. Makiling, Mt. Malarayat, Mt. Makulot and the famous Tagaytay Ridge.  It is 59 km. South of Manila.

It is a very quite area with some local folks nearby as neighbors.  It has a fantastic sunset.

Enjoy the tropical weather of the Philippines and its peoples’ hospitality!
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