Well, looks like we are back to cyanide poisoning again.  Lucky and I discussed this with other NAFEX members a couple of years ago.  This discussion is probably in the archives.

To reiterate a salient point; being that many seeds and leaves contain cyanogenetic glycosides, there is a possibility of accidental cyanide (prussic acid) intoxication if they or their derivatives are ingested.

No studies of which I am aware have reported any cases of a person or persons being poisoned by drinking loquat or persimmon leaf tea.

 One case of a man eating a fatal dose of about 48 apricot kernels was reported during the time of the Laetrile cancer cure claim.  Amygdalin in almond kernels does  contain a chemical which converts to hydrocyanic acid.  Some Lima beans  and cassava root are sources of HCN.

Personally, I see very little chance of getting a harmful dose of HCN by drinking loquat or persimmon leaf tea but their maybe different individual tolerances. A source of interesting info about livestock poisoning by plants which contain prussic acid was suggested by Lucky Pittman: http:ianrpubs.unl.edu/range/g775.htm
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