                                GORDON C. Nofs

                             6422 E. PIERSON ROAD

                            FLINT, MICHIGAN  48506

                                  10-23-1987

     ​THIS IS AN EXPLANATION OF NOFS #1 & #2 CARPATHIAN (ENGLISH) WALNUTS.

        DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON OF 1956, MY MOTHER-IN-LAW RECEIVED A GIFT PACKAGE, SOME OF THE ITEMS WERE WALNUTS AND DRIED MUSHROOMS ETC.  (WHICH SHE USUALLY GOT) FROM HER RELATIVES IN POLAND IN THE VICINITY OF THE Carpathian Mountains. I WAS ALWAYS INTO GARDENING, AND HAD READ ABOUT A PRIEST THAT HAD BROUGHT WALNUTS FROM THERE, BUT I DID NOT KNOW AT THE TIME THAT THESE WERE FROM THAT AREA. I ASKED FOR A COUPLE AND TOOK TWO. 

IN THE SPRING OF 1957 I PLANTED THESE, AND TO MY SURPRISE BOTH CAME UP I PLANTED THEM IN THE YARD ABOUT 20 FEET APART, NOT EXPECTING THEM TO BE ALIVE THE NEXT SPRING, BUT EVERY YEAR I WAS MORE SURPRISED AND ANXIOUS I DON'T REMEMBER Whether IT WAS ABOUT 12 TO 15 YEARS BEFORE THE FIRST NUTS APPEARED, THESE TREES WERE PLANTED IN HEAVY CLAY NOT FERTILIZED OR KEEP FREE OF WEEDS ONLY MOWING WAS DONE AROUND THEM. 

   THESE TREES PRODUCE NUTS COMPARABLE IN SIZE TO STORE BOUGHT, BUT TO US ARE NOT AS BITTER AND THINNER SHELL, NUTS ARE PRODUCED THROUGHOUT THE TREE INSIDE AND OUT. THE TREE HAS PRODUCED EVERY YEAR WITHOUT FAIL SINCE IT'S FIRST TIME.  NOFS #2 IS A LITTLE EARLIER AND LARGER THAN NOFS #1 AND IS SQUASHED BETWEEN NOFS #1 AND A 30 YEAR OLD SWEET CHERRY TREE. THIS YEAR WAS THEIR BIGGEST PRODUCTION YEAR AS LAST FALL I HAD FERTILIZED AND MANURED AND IN THE SPRING I SPRAYED WITH BORAX (FOR NUT SET) THE NUTS WERE A LITTLE ON THE SMALLER SIDE, BECAUSE I BELIEVE THE TREES WERE OVERLOADED (LOTS OF 4 & 5 TO BUNCH) AND THE ABSENCE OF RAIN (JUNE AND JULY I HAD A TOTAL OF LESS THAN 1 1/2 INCH) TRIED TO WATER BUT NOT ENOUGH. I TOOK OVER 200 POUNDS OFF OF THOSE TWO TREES THIS YEAR.  THEY ARE GOING TO BE TRIMMED UP THIS WINTER, BECAUSE THE LIMBS WERE LAYING ON THE GROUND, AND HARD TO WORK UNDER.

    CRACK OUT EASY AND MOSTLY HALFS, AND WHOLE. BY MY CHECK ABOUT 53% MEAT.

Update:   I have since crossed the Nofs #1 & #2 with Nofs Alpha. These trees carry the genes of Nofs Alpha. They are lateral bearing, and I believe self-pollinating. But they are also much hardier than the Alpha strains.  

