The Dix Property

315 acres; overlooking downtown Raleigh

Is there really any choice?

The City of Raleigh and its entire metropolitan area has a chance, right now, that it will never, ever have again. That opportunity is to put in place a downtown park that will define the city for centuries to come.

It will truly define The City of Raleigh the way that Central Park defines New York City.

But we can't waste this opportunity.

· We can't waste it because developers’ friends on the governing bodies are salivating at the opportunity to develop a piece of land the size and location of the Dix Property.

· We can't waste it because of high pressure sales pitches that would have us use part of this pristine area for anything other than the park that it deserves to be.

· We can't waste it because we don't really appreciate this opportunity to be a part of a decision that will be monumental in its effect on the future growth and perception of this fine city.

What will it take to make this decision?

· It will take people with foresight and with hearts and minds that can see and understand what an impact this piece of land could have.

· It will take leadership that will listen to what the people of this area want and not listen to the special interest groups that have only their interests at heart.

Why use it for anything but an open park?

· Just so our government can make a few dollars off of selling some property? Property that can never be recovered?

· Just so that the developers with enough connections on the council can line their pockets with profits from the single most unique piece of property that this city has ever had developed?

I say “NO” to development. I say “NO” to short-term or private profits.

I say “YES” to the possibility of having something that so few cities have. True green-space, right downtown, maintained ad-infinitum, for the enjoyment and benefit of all. A major park intended entirely for public use.

Imagine the City of Raleigh not 15 or 20 years into the future but 100 or 200 years into the future. Imagine a grown-up city that has, just off the center of town, a park that is the result of the same foresight that was exercised 150 years ago by New York’s founding fathers to develop and preserve Central Park. What would New York City be without Central Park? What could Raleigh be like with it?

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Stan Briggs is a private citizen living in Cary. He has made the Raleigh area his home since journeying to NC State for his undergraduate degree in 1977. A native North Carolinian he has no political or business affiliations with any of the parties involved in the decision making process nor with the development community. He just cares that we take this opportunity to do what is right. He can be reached via email at stan@StanBriggs.com.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

If you want to weigh in, you can send your thoughts on the future of Dix to the co-chairs of the legislative panel that will make the recommendation: State Sen. Vernon Malone at Vernonm@ncleg.net and state Rep. Jennifer Weiss at Jenniferw@ncleg.net.

