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Knock Out™ Changes Tune in Texas

West Grove, PA-- August 15 -- The “Yellow Rose of Texas” is now a vibrant raspberry red.

Continuing its blockbuster success story, The Conard-Pyle Co.’s Knock Out™ PPAF ‘Radrazz’ rose has been selected for the both the prestigious Earthkind™ and Texas Superstar™ designations for 2004 by the Texas Cooperative Extension of Texas A&M University.

According to Dr. Steven George, Texas A&M professor and Landscape Horticulture Specialist, the Earthkind™ Environmental Landscape Management program presents the awards to plants that have undergone rigorous field trail testing to demonstrate they add beauty to a productive landscape with minimal maintenance and maximum protection for the environment.

“Simply stated, Earthkind™ and Texas Superstar™ plants are the finest, most thoroughly tested and most environmentally responsible plants for use in the Texas landscapes and gardens,” says Dr. George.

Dr. George raved about Knock Out’s™ superior disease and insect resistance, making it one of the few special plants qualified to receive the Earthkind™ and Texas Superstar™ designations. 

Dr. George explained, “There are only two kinds of people:  Those that can grow rose and those that wish they could grow roses.  Everyone loves roses but they think that can’t grow them.  Knock Out™ is a rose anyone can grow.” 

Only a few very special roses receive the Earthkind™ designation.  Winners not only have to deliver outstanding landscape performance under widely varying soil conditions with minimal care and impact to the environmental, but they have to be beautiful as well.

“Knock Out™ roses are as environmentally responsible as science will support and still be beautiful,” Dr. George added. “Rock and cactus are environmentally friendly but not so beautiful to most gardeners.”

According to Dr. George, the EarthKind™ Rose program was developed to help issue in a new era in growing roses.  “We want to acknowledge roses that everyone, no matter how new they are to rose, can grow.”

A key component of both the Earthkind™ and Texas Superstar™ designations is whether or not the rose’s tolerance to pests is so great that “you will almost never have to apply harsh pesticides in the care of these roses,” according to Dr. George.

Steve Hutton, president of The Conard-Pyle Co. says the Earthkind™ and Texas Superstar™ designations, coupled with Knock Out’s™ 2000 AARS award confirms all the early excitement when Knock Out™ was first introduced.

“We knew we had a runaway success on our hands almost from the moment Knock Out ™ was first introduced in 2000,” says Hutton. “We felt the almost jarring array of color plus the shrub’s superior disease resistance, especially to Black Spot, made Knock Out™ a perfect candidate for “crossover” status, that is, a plant that growers would produce as a standard container plant and sell as a general ornamental shrub.”

“We’re striving to combine the best of organic and traditional gardening and landscaping techniques to create a new horticultural system for the 21st century,” says Dr. George.

In anticipation of huge market interest in Knock Out™ when it is reintroduced in 2004, Hutton says production figures will reach one million plants in 2005, unheard of for a rose, even an award winning one.

“We’re also anticipating a surge within the landscape design industry,” says Star Roses’ vice-president of sales and marketing Bill Mann. “Landscape designers, especially the commercial ones, have traditionally steered clear of roses because of their high maintenance. But with Knock Out™ being a virtually maintenance free plant, it is quickly finding its way into landscape architects’ bid packages.”

For more information, visit www.starroses.com.
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