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For Immediate Release

Chapel Hill High School Students Combine Art & Community for Creative Expression
CHAPEL HILL, NC, 
 Musician Pierce Freelon and Poet/Writer Will McInerny have been commissioned by the Town of Chapel Hill’s Office of Public and Cultural Arts/Public Art Commission to work in conjunction with Michael Irwin, English Instructor and Director of the Arts Academy at Chapel Hill High School to engage students in a multi-disciplinary art experience entitled, Poetry in Motion.  The goal of this project is for the Residency artists to introduce the students through workshops to creative writing, figurative language, storytelling, photography, music sampling, and performance techniques.  The project will involve interaction with communities to bridge gaps, heal, educate, inspire, and transform through the visual and performing arts.  

The project began in January 2012.  According to Freelon, “the program kicked off with 
a cacophonous monsoon of a brainstorming session”.  Eighteen students selected by Music, Art, History, and English instructors at Chapel Hill High School are identifying communities through research; reaching out to family, friends and colleagues, visiting local organizations, talking with their classmates, and volunteering in neighborhoods throughout the course of the semester. “There is no limit on which type of community they can choose to engage”, says Freelon, “everything is possible”.  
Students will produce and practice spoken word/poetry, hip hop performances set to music sampling, and capture photos, videos, and poetic reflections of the sights, sounds, and emotions of life based on their community experiences.   The program will conclude with a public exhibition and performance in late April.

The Artist-in Residence program administered by the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission provides students of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City School District opportunities to work with professional artists and to create original works for their schools and community.   This is the eighth Artist-in-Residence Program since 2002 to be implemented in the Chapel Hill Carrboro City School District. These residencies aim to enrich young people, their families, and the community through exposure the art and artists; enhance the awareness of the arts as a profession; and help young people’s team-building and problem-solving skills while giving them an outlet for creative expression. Recent programs include a puppet making and performance residency with Donovan Zimmerman of Paperhand Puppet Intervention fame at Smith Middle School and a mosaic sculpture to celebrate the 100th anniversary of The Chapel Hill Carrboro City Schools by artist Jeanette Brossart with students at Ephesus Elementary School.  Other residencies have occurred at Scroggs, Sewell, and McDougal Elementary Schools, and with the Kidzu Children’s Museum.    

Pierce Freelon is a jazz/hip-hop musician, journalist and an adjunct professor at UNC- Chapel Hill and North Carolina Central University.  Will McInerny is the Associate Director of Sacrificial Poets/You Think, a nationally competing youth poetry organization devoted to fostering social transformation. Mr. Freelon and Mr. McInery were chosen for this year’s Artist in Residence Program by a selection committee of Public Arts Commissioners on the recommendation of Chapel Hill High School Instructor Michael Irwin. 

About the Office of Public & Cultural Arts 

The Town of Chapel Hill Public and Cultural Arts Office, a division of the Department of Parks & Recreation, develops and implements public art programs to increase public access to the arts, provides opportunities for local artists to display their work, and promotes public understanding and awareness of the arts.  The Office is advised by the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission, a 16-member volunteer board established in 1992 and appointed by the Town Council.  The Office’s Percent for Art Program, established by a 2002 Ordinance, allocates one percent of selected capital projects for the creation and maintenance of works of public art.  Funding for the Percent for Art projects comes from each project’s construction budget.
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