Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary – November 9, 2011
Present:  Nancy Kitterman, Chair; Jennifer Wales; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeff York, Public and Cultural Arts Administrator; applicants to the Commission Christopher Beacham, Rebecca Brenner, Daniel Cefalo, Lisa Goldstein; Kristina Cleveland, UNC Journalism Student
Absent:  Scott Radway, Vice Chair; Andrew Gerschutz; Zachary Kohn; Alexander McSpadden

I.
 Call to Order
Kitterman called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and introductions were made.
II.  Approve September 2011 and October 2011 Minutes
With proxy votes from Kohn and McSpadden, the September and October minutes were unanimously approved.

III.  Council Petition to Amend CHPAC Membership Status Update
York reported that on October 26 Town Council established an ordinance defining the CHPAC as an eleven-seat board, with ten seats for Chapel Hill residents and one seat for a Carrboro resident.

IV.  CHPAC Bylaw Change to Reflect Membership Status Stipulations
With proxy votes from Kohn and McSpadden, the CHPAC unanimously voted to amend its Bylaws to define the CHPAC as an eleven-seat board, with ten seats for Chapel Hill residents and one seat for a Carrboro resident.
V.  GS Carolina, LLC Sculpture Gift
Kitterman reviewed the recent Gift Committee’s deliberation and recommendation that the Town Council accept GS Carolina’s gift of the Carl Regutti sculpture, Magnolia Exotica.  The piece is planned to remain on display at Fire Station #1 until the Chapel Hill Library renovation is complete, when it will be permanently sited at the Library.  Exact lighting, siting, and transportation plans would be determined at that point. With proxy votes from Kohn and McSpadden, the CHPAC unanimously voted to recommend that Town Council accept the gift.
VI.  2020 Comprehensive Planning and CHPAC Support
York said that 2020 Comprehensive Planning meetings are proceeding without much discussion of the arts.  Commissioners need to attend these meetings and be vocal in their support of the arts.  York will ensure Commissioners receive the notifications of upcoming meetings that include the arts as one of its topics.

VII.  CHPAC Meeting Attendance.

Kitterman stressed the importance of Commissioners attending meetings for attainment of quorum to make decisions, and expressed appreciation for the submission of proxy votes and the attendance of Commission applicants.
VIII.  Public Art Staff Quick Reports
- 140 West Art Area I & II Project Updates – Public Art Review Committee (PARC) and staff comments on Mikyoung Kim’s 50% Construction Documents for Art Area I were submitted to the artist today.  Kitterman discussed the PARC meeting to review Gordon Huether’s Preliminary Design for Art Area II on November, and described the committee’s comments and suggestions that will be submitted to the artist.
- Library Art update – Town staff have numerous issues with the artist’s current concept of using 72-40 light boxes as the project artwork, including installation design and construction, location of power supplies, and possible heat, space and other code issues.  York will meet with an exhibit design firm to determine options and costs.
- Kirkland Bench at Transit Operations Center Cleaning & Restoration – Michael Brown has completed the reapplication of black lithochrome to the etched designs of the bench.  York is discussing and researching possible remedies to the artillery mold issue.
- Veterans Memorial at Chapel Hill Cemetery Project Update – The project’s Selection Committee met today to hear presentations by the three finalist firms.  A firm was selected for the project but cannot be announced until all finalists are contacted regarding the results. 
- Oakwood Park Project Grand Opening – An opening ceremony was held November 5 with speakers and community members present.  The public art component was prominently featured.
- The “Words” Poetry Project in honor of MLK, Jr. – Town employees have been invited to participate in a poetry competition featuring a judge, cash awards, and the display of winning poems on Chapel Hill Transit bus cards in January, February and March of 2012.
- Franklin St. Bike Rack Project – This project is on hold until newly-elected Council Members are oriented. 
- Scrapel Hill IV with University Mall – The application deadline for this exhibition is November 15.

IX.  Public Arts Office Volunteer Committee Reports
- Contextual Plan Re-Draft – York recounted the history of the Contextual Plan and said that former Commissioner Gerald Bolas has been engaged to redraft the plan, which will be presented for CHPAC review and in its final form will serve as an adjunct or overlay to the Town’s 2020 Comprehensive Plan. 
- Sculpture Visions – Wright showed slides of the 14 pieces now on display in Chapel Hill. 
- Into the Streets: Community Art Project – York discussed the history of the Community Art Project and described the plan for the current one featuring Chapel Hill artist and NC State Professor Jan-Ru Wan who will work with members of the Senior Center this winter and spring. 
- Artist in Schools Residency Project with Chapel Hill High School – Wales will meet with lead teacher Michael Irwin tomorrow to solidify plans and get the artist under contract.  Students from East Chapel Hill and Carrboro high schools are welcome to participate.  

X.  Calendar of Work Updates
Dates and events were corrected.

XI.  Other Announcements / Public Comments
Beacham requested assistance and ideas for improving the 2nd Friday Artwalk and discussed the event’s recent history.

XII.  Adjournment
Kitterman adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

