Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary – February 9, 2011
Present:  Jerry Bolas, Chair; Andrew Gerschutz; Nancy Kitterman; Amanda Miller; Scott Radway; Alexander McSpadden; Jennifer Wales; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeff York, Public Art Administrator; Leslie McBride, Intern; guests Ian Dom, elin o’Hara slavic, George Small 
Absent:  Enid Handler
I.
 Call to Order / Introductions
Bolas called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and introductions were made.  
II.  Tour of the Local Histories Exhibition
o’Hara slavic took the group on a tour of the exhibition on display at 523 through April 29.  Commissioners were impressed and asked if Town Council was aware of the work that went in to improving the building to this point.  York said he is charged with presenting to Council in the next six weeks a resolution transferring administration of 523 to Parks & Recreation.

III.  Approval of Minutes
The January 2011 minutes were approved.

IV.  Review Revised Draft of 523 East Franklin Street Concept Statement
Bolas thanked Gerschutz and Radway for work on the draft.  The group reviewed the document by paragraphs, making specific suggestions.  Additional edits may be sent to York via email in time for the completion of a final draft prior to next meeting.

V.  Review Revised Artist Selection Panel procedures
The Commission understands By-Law V to allow non-Commission members on selection committees to vote, so no change to the By-Laws was deemed necessary.

VI.  Review Revised Percent For Art Guidelines
York explained the revisions made to the document.  This item was tabled for next meeting to allow Commissioners to review the document more fully.

VII.  Public Art Staff Quick Reports
Eddies of Light at Homestead Aquatics Center – Ray King is running tests on the dichroic glass jewels and may visit the site mid-March.


Sculpture Visions – Newly printed exhibit brochures were distributed.  Roig’s Oculaire currently at the Community Center will be sold by the artist to a collector and replaced by another Roig piece entitled Watchtower. Karl Saliter’s Particle / Wave cannot be moved to the Aquatics Center until Public Works receives its Track-Hoe in March.  The Commission moved and approved the immediate distribution of current publicity materials.

Oakwood Park – Bill Webster of the Parks & Recreation Department has been working with residents of the Glen Lennox neighborhood on the redesign and renovation of the Oakwood Park playground.  The residents would like to incorporate a public art element in the playground, specifically some artistic tiles made by neighborhood children that would adorn the new entry gate.  Carmen Elliot, a ceramic artist and Community Clay Studio instructor, will be funded by the Public Arts Office to hold a weekend workshop in June to lead neighborhood children in the creation of tiles for the entry gate.

Superstreet Gateway Project – Early in January York met with NCDOT engineers to discuss the new DOT public art policy.  On February 7 a group of Chapel Hill stakeholders met with the project artist Thomas Sayre to discuss the vision for the Superstreet Gateway project.  The group offered possible direction but was not prescriptive.  Sayre will now develop some initial concepts.

Harriet Tubman Presentation at 523 and Schools – A one act play for teens is booked for February 17 at 523, and the play will also be presented at two local schools for Black History Month.

Tibetan Sand Painting at 523 -  A performance agreement has been drafted with the Drepung Gomang Tibetan Monks for the creation of a sand mandala at 523 from May 22 – 30.

Rental Policy for 523 – York has been asked to develop a rental policy for 523.  CHPAC review is welcome.  McSpadden volunteered to assist.

VIII.  Committee Reports
Permanent Collection – Wright reported that he will inspect the wax coating on In Our Hands in the last week of February and perform any needed conservation as directed by Carl Regutti, the piece’s conservator.  Collection survey, labeling and policy development have not yet begun.

Community Art Project – York reported that he, McBride and Miller will meet with the artists for the Abbey Court project tomorrow.

Artist in Residence Project – On Friday January 28 seven teens participated in the Between the Lines workshop at the Teen Center, and fewer participated on the following Friday.  The Center will make efforts to boost attendance for this coming Friday the 11 session, but if attendance is still light the project location will be reconsidered.

Sculpture Visions and Juried Exhibitions Series – Radway and Wright announced that the deadline for submissions to the 2011-2012 Juried Exhibition Series is Monday, February 14.  Shortly thereafter the Exhibitions / Sculpture Visions Committee and guest jurors will meet to make selections.  Notifications will be sent to applicants by March 14.  Current exhibits now on display include Timothy Orikri at the Chapel Hill Public Library; and at Chapel Hill Town Hall for the month of February the ceramics of Yoko Sekino-Bove, The Go Chapel Hill Alternative Transportation Photography Exhibit, and the photography of Hudson Vaughn from the 2010 Community Art Project Facing Our Neighbors in honor of Black History Month.  

IX.  Review of By-Laws Article III
The Commission discussed what constitutes an “unexcused absence” – an absence without prior notification – and determined that By-Law Article III was sufficient in its current state.

Bolas announced the resignation of Commissioners Johnson, Small and Valadares due to conflicting schedules.  Wright circulated updated Commission and Committee rosters.

The CHPAC unanimously approved McSpadden’s appointment to the Community Art Project committee and Kitterman’s appointment to the Exhibitions committee. 

X.  Calendar of Work
Bolas reviewed the current calendar of work.  Staff requested that the Wayfinding and Permanent Collections items be moved to later dates. 

XI.  Other Announcements / Public Comments
o’Hara slavic noted that the UNC performance agreement at 523 East Franklin Street ran to June 30, 2011 and nothing appeared to be scheduled for the building after that date.

XII.  Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. 
