LOVERS #1, 1969       A Brief History
The ‘Attitude’ series was created in the 1960’s in Bellerose Queens, culminating in three large shows in New York City: The J. Walter Thompson Gallery at 44th and Lexington; the Lynn Kottler Gallery at 65th and Fifth Ave.; and a commercial trade show at the N.Y. Coliseum, at Columbus Circle and 59th St. Most of this series was originally painted with ink on newsprint pads, late at night in the back of our small Bellerose home. None of these originals were larger than 19” X 24”.

In 1967 we moved to Cortlandt, N.Y., between Croton-On-Hudson and Peekskill,

and there was so much room to do big pieces. In 1969 I purchased a large roll of better quality paper, rolled it across the living room floor and proceeded to dip a rag-wrapped mop into India ink and draw directly onto the paper on the floor, then touch-up with a large brush. This is the piece now called Lovers #1.
During these years, my design group in Manhattan was very involved with advertising accounts including J. Walter Thompson, then the largest ad agency in the world. I was invited to exhibit in their art gallery on 44th St. & Lexington Ave. This show included 10 or more of the brush paintings in the ‘Attitude’ series. Unfortunately, I was required to remove Lovers #1 after three days because it was considered too suggestive. Remember, it was now the early 1970’s.

For the N.Y. Coliseum show, a 12 ft. serigraph of Lovers #1 was made into a 3 paneled screen standing 6ft. tall. It blew the place away. Most of the ‘Attitude’ paintings are now available in limited edition prints (where they can be seen on the web-site gallery) however this original painting was never intended for reproduction.

Voila, Lovers #1, measuring 34” x 80” the only super-large painting of the series.
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