Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary – July 14, 2010
Present:  Jerry Bolas, Chair; Enid Handler; Monica Leap; Amanda Miller; Scott Radway; George Small; Jennifer Wales; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeff York, Public Art Administrator; Butch Kisiah, Parks & Recreation Director; Penny Rich, Town Council Member; Ashley Barriga, Parks & Recreation Intern; guests Maria Piskor and UNC Journalism Students Caroline Corrigan, Vann Mitchell, Rachel Coleman, Clayton Gladieux, Casey Brown, Zach Potter, Miranda Murray 
Absent:  Andrew Gerschutz; Megan Johnson; Whit Rummel; Banu Valladares
I.
Call to Order / Introduction of Guests
Bolas called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm and invited those present to introduce themselves.  
II. Approval of Minutes of February 10, 2010,  March 10, 2010 and June 9, 2010
The three sets of minutes were approved.
III.
Strategic Planning Update & Discussion
York provided background on the Commission’s strategic planning and asked for feedback and suggestions regarding a two-page document vision document entitled “Town of Chapel Hill Arts and Cultural Planning Commission.”  Commissioners and staff recommended changes and requested specification for certain words and phrases in the Vision Statement, Mission Statement and Core Values sections.  There was some discussion about whether the Goal Statements and Objectives should restate the Council Goals and Objectives word for word or whether goals that easily aligned with Council ones would suffice.  Bolas noted that this document does not discern between goals for the Public Arts Office and goals for the Public Arts Commission.  Commissioners were asked to consider the document and the Goals section especially for the September meeting.
IV.
Public Arts Program Budget
York reviewed the program budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year and said that last year’s budget was particularly flush due to remaining funds from the dissolution of the 501c3 and additional Parks & Recreation funds.  Kisiah noted that if Commissioners wish do something that is not currently budgeted they should not give up as there may be other ways to pursue the goal; rather they should speak with York and him about possibilities.

V.
Public Art Administrator’s Quick Reports
Superstreet / NCDOT meeting – Upper management of NCDOT wishes to develop policies for the incorporation of public art in transportation infrastructure.  On June 17 public arts administrators from around the state, including York, met to review and comment on the NCDOT policies draft.  No update has been received from NCDOT since the meeting.  The policy is due to the NCDOT board September 1.
Scrapel Hill – 32 applications have been received, and the selection committee will meet in the next two weeks to select 15 – 20 artists to participate in the exhibit.  University Mall will provide $5,000 in sponsorship.

Sculpture Visions – The Sculpture Visions call has been issued and the application deadline is July 26.  A selection committee will meet July 30 or August 2 to select work to exhibit in the upcoming year.  Commissioner representation on this committee is still needed.

Into The Streets – The RFP for the second year of this iteration of the Community Art Project has been issued and the deadline for submissions is August 16.  Commissioners are encouraged to communicate this opportunity.

Employee / Family Art Exhibition – This show was hung over the past few days in Town Hall and a reception will be held Friday, July 16 from 4:30 – 6 p.m.

Library Exhibitions – A well-attended opening reception was held Thursday, July 8 for Amy White and John Wendelbo, artists who are currently exhibiting their work at the Library through September.

Festifall – The Orange County Artists Guild, The Chatham Arts Guild, the UNC Dance Marathon, and various gospel choirs and glee clubs will participate in this year’s festival.  At the festival local artist Hunter Levinsohn will be leading attendees in the creation of a piece of public sculpture made out of fall vegetables.


Conservation – A local artist who cares for the bronze statuary in the Town of Cary’s collection has been contacted for an estimate on cleaning and rewaxing the bronze pieces of In Our Hands at The Town Operations Center

Workshops for Independent Artists led by Rory Golden of the New York Foundation for the Arts and co-sponsored by the Public Arts Office will be held at The Durham Arts Guild on July 23, 24 and 29.

Old Library Building – With the closing of the Chapel Hill Museum York, Kisiah and the Fire Department are working to reclaim Town artworks and other exhibition objects belonging to the Town.


Commissioner Resignations – Leap, Hubbard, Davenport and Lopez-Ibanez have all recently resigned from the Commission for various personal reasons.   Staff is working to find new members for the Commission and current Commissioners are encouraged to do likewise.

VI.
Percent For Art Project Quick Updates / Reports
Photographs of the Greenways Prototype Artworks recently installed along Bolin Creek Trail between the Community Center and Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. were shown.  Wright reported that an inspection of the work by Town staff will be held tomorrow, with end-of-project paperwork and dedication ceremony planning to follow.
VII.
Committee Descriptions
A document describing the various subcommittees of the Public Arts Commission was distributed and Commissioners reminded that each board member must serve on a least one subcommittee.  Volunteers may contact York; assignments will be made otherwise.

VIII.
Other Announcements / Public Comment
Wales announced that the 10 x 10 Play Festival will occur Thursdays to Sundays through July 25 at the ArtsCenter in Carrboro.
Kisiah announced that the Town’s Percent For Art Project, Elemental Landscapes, was awarded a place in the 2010 Year In Review conducted by The Americans For The Arts’ Public Art Network.  500 recent public art pieces from across the country competed for this award and 40 were selected.
IX.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
