Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary – June 9, 2010
Present:  Jerry Bolas, Chair; Debbie Hepp, Vice-Chair; Andrew Gerschutz; Carter Hubbard; Monica Leap; Amanda Miller; Pam Pease; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeff York, Public Art Administrator; Sally Greene, Town Council Member

Absent:  Traci Davenport; Enid Handler; Megan Johnson; Maria Lopez-Ibanez; Scott Radway; Whit Rummel; George Small; Banu Valladares; Jennifer Wales
I.
Call to Order / Introduction of Guests
Bolas called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.  
II. Approval of Minutes of February 10, 2010 and March 10, 2010
The approval of the February and March minutes was tabled due to absence of quorum.
III.
Strategic Planning Update / Next Steps
York asked for additions or corrections to the distributed Strategy and Vision Working Paper written by retreat consultant Georgann Eubanks.  Eubanks will prepare a report suggesting next steps, including the organization of public meetings this fall to determine community needs and ideas for a cultural arts program.  York will write a first draft of a public arts plan that incorporates the Commission’s research and input for the Commission to consider in September.
IV.
Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission Priorities for 2010 - 2011
Bolas described his May 12 Priorities presentation to Town Council, which focused on the creation of partnerships with Town departments, local developers and artists for the benefit of Chapel Hill’s citizens and economy.  He described how the CHPAC has just finished transitioning into the current Town Board and Public Arts Office, and suggested that a cultural arts plan would have a broader mandate, would link to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, would investigate various funding sources including grants and per capita allocations, and may require further changes for the Commission in the future.  For the second Commission priority Bolas stressed the centralizing and marketing of the areas’ cultural arts resources and events.

V.
Public Arts Program Budget
York reported that the Town Budget for FY2010-2011 was approved by Town Council on Monday, June 7, and approximately $40,000 would be available for Public Arts programming.  Most of this amount is held in the Professional Services account, and some funds are held for as yet undetermined cultural arts events.
VI.
Public Art Administrator’s Quick Reports
· Superstreet – On May 14 York, former Mayor Kevin Foy, and Town Manager Roger Stancil met with North Carolina Department of Transportation representatives.  On June 14 York and other public art administrators from around the state will meet at NCDOT headquarters in Greensboro to begin work on a NCDOT policy for public art.
· Scrapel Hill – University Mall will co-sponsor Scrapel Hill II and contribute exhibition space, publicity and $5,000 in prize money.  Artists residing in a 250-mile radius of Chapel Hill may apply.  An RFQ inviting artists to apply has been issued.
· Festifall 2010 – York, Hubbard and Leap sit on the 2010 Festifall Art Committee, and Hepp and Wright sit on the 2010 Festifall Entertainment Committee.  A call to artists to exhibit during the event has been issued.
· Southern Community Park – Elemental Landscape, the recently completed Percent For Art project at Southern Community Park by artists Haddad + Drugan, will be included in the Americans For The Arts / Public Art Network’s 2010 Year in Review as one of 40 public art projects to be honored at the PAN Conference this June in Baltimore.
· 140 West / Lot 5, Art Areas I & II – Art Area I artist Mikyoung Kim is back to work, currently with the landscape design firm’s plaza elevations.  She will begin the Construction Documents phase in 2011, with the entire construction project’s completion scheduled for June of 2012.  Ram Development Company wishes to reduce the budget for Art Area II; Town Council will need to address this issue when it considers an updated budget for the entire project.
VII.
Commissioner Service Presentations
York presented Certificates of Honor to outgoing Commissioners Debbie Hepp and Pam Pease for their outstanding six years of service on the Commission.  The Commission thanked Hepp and Pease for their leadership, vision and work.

VIII.
Collection Inventory and Management Recommendation
Wright presented a proposal regarding the management of Town artwork, as some items in the Town’s possession are of unknown status in relation to the Permanent Collection, unlabeled, and/or in need of care.  The Commission will form an ad-hoc committee of Commissioners to review these works and make a recommendation to the full Commission.  Volunteers are sought to sit on this ad-hoc committee.
IX.
Percent For Art Project Quick Updates / Reports
Greenways Trails Prototype Project – Hepp reported that artist Al Frega has completed and installed at the Bolin Creek Trail entrance at Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. four benches funded by a North Carolina Arts Council grant.  Wright showed images of these pieces.  Hepp said Frega will complete the installation of the following prototypes funded by the Percent For Art project, most by the end of June:  3 bike racks and 3 sentinels at the Bolin Creek / MLK entrance; 1 bench, 1 sentinel and 2 bike racks at the intersection of Bolin Creek Trail and the trail to Cafe Driade; and 2 benches near the Bolin Creek Trail intersection with Elizabeth Street.
X.
Committee and Project Reports
Community Art Projects – Miller described recent events held for the Presence is Progress and Facing Our Neighbors projects.  Facing Our Neighbors included workshops at the Teen Center led by The Sacrificial Poets and a May Day event and exhibition held at the St. Joseph’s CME Church on May 2.  A booklet and photos related to Facing Our Neighbors were distributed.  Photos taken at the two Presence is Progress mobilizations in March were shown.  York and Miller will meet soon to review the current projects and begin planning for future projects.  Commission volunteers are sought to sit on the Community Art Project committee.


XI.
Other Announcements / Comments
Inquiries were raised about the Library Expansion project and an upcoming downtown planning and streetscapes charrette.  On June 7 Town Council voted to approve bond funding for the expansion of The Chapel Hill Public Library.  A Downtown Planning Charrette will be held by the Downtown Partnership on June 10 from 2 – 7 p.m. in the Great Room of the Top of the Hill Restaurant; the public is invited.
XII.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
