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For Immediate Release
Homeless Stories Told Through Animation
CHAPEL HILL, NC, April 5, 2010 – How does a filmmaker creatively interpret the issues of homelessness by using animation? That was the task of graduate and undergraduate students in the Advanced Media Lab at North Carolina State University.  The students became involved with the Home Is Not One Story project in collaboration with the Town of Chapel Hill Public Arts Office and Hidden Voices.   The project seeks to bring about public awareness to the many issues of homelessness.

The series of short student films about homelessness will debut April 9 as part of the Second Friday Art Walk via a storefront window projection at the former Wachovia Bank building on the corner of Franklin & Columbia Streets.   The projection will take place each night between 8-11 p.m. for two additional weeks.
The films are based on taped interviews with different homeless populations conducted over the course of several months in different shelters and social service facilities throughout Orange County.  The animations explore the issues of transient housing, those escaping domestic violence, homeless veterans, foster children aging out of support systems, immigrants and refugees, the working homeless, as well as general information about homeless issues.  

Students utilized a variety of animation methods including stop motion, hand drawn, laser cut, and digital/blue screen to illustrate compelling words and stories in very creative ways.   Students worked under the guidance of School of Art & Design Associate Professor Patrick Fitzgerald, head of the Advanced Media Lab at NCSU and Assistant Professor McArthur Freeman in the creation of the filmed sequences.  “I am excited about this as an art project as it helps to give visual form to an often difficult and misunderstood subject.  Plus it offered students an opportunity to tackle story telling and messaging through contemporary media,” said Jeffrey York, Chapel Hill’s Public Art Administrator
The animation project sponsored by the Chapel Hill Public Arts Office is a part of a larger project taking place throughout the month of April coordinated by Hidden Voices.   The overall project includes writings, photography, and performances, created by homeless members of our communities, as well as a digital audio and print tour, exhibit, and school curriculum guide for implementing a week-long focus on homelessness.  
Website Resources
http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=1409

http://www.hiddenvoices.org
About the Chapel Hill Public Arts Office 
The Town of Chapel Hill’s Public Arts Office develops and implements public art programs to increase public access to the arts, provides opportunities for local artists to display their work and promotes public understanding and awareness of the arts.  The Office is advised by the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission, a 16-member volunteer board established in 1992 and appointed by the Town Council.  

About Hidden Voices
Hidden Voices brings life-changing stories into a public dialogue to create change in the community.  These stories provide insight about identity, place, and access.  Hidden Voices humanizes the faceless and serves as a platform for the voiceless in order to create a stronger, more understanding community.
writing and story circle activities led by Poet Laureate of the Piedmont Jaki Shelton Green and poet and playwright Debra Kaufman. Additionally, professional archivists will lead participants in researching family histories and genealogy. Participants also will be able to receive a duplicate copy of the front page of The New York Times from the day they were born or any other date of personal significance.
“This collaboration brings together the strengths of the community with those of the university,” said Eve Duffy, director of the Humanities Program in UNC’s College of Arts and Sciences. “More than that, the aim is to provide a rich opportunity for members of the overlapping town and university communities to explore their collective histories—with the goal of enhanced and renewed understanding across boundaries of time and culture.”
Our Stories, In Focus incorporates the Public Arts Office’s annual community art project with resources made available through the UNC Humanities Program. Additional sponsors are the Orange County Arts Council and the Chapel Hill Historical Society.
Our Stories, In Focus Workshop Times, Dates and Locations
· Noon to 4:00 pm, Tuesday March 3 at F.P.G. Student Union, UNC Chapel Hill

· 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Saturday, March 21 at University Mall, Chapel Hill

· Noon to 4:00 pm, Saturday, March 28 at Century Center, Carrboro

Residents can learn more about the suggested items for the art project as well as other workshop details under “Programs” at the Public Arts Office website, www.chapelhillarts.org. Mementos will be immediately returned to participants after they are scanned or photographed at the workshops.

Website Resources

Public Arts Office, Community Art Project
Leah Sobsey
Lynn Bregman-Blass
Jaki Shelton Green
About the Office of Public Arts 
The Town of Chapel Hill Office of Public Arts develops and implements public art programs to increase public access to the arts, provides opportunities for local artists to display their work, and promotes public understanding and awareness of the arts.  The Office is advised by the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission, a 16-member volunteer board established in 1992 and appointed by the Town Council.  The Office’s Percent for Art Program, established by a 2002 Ordinance, allocates one percent of selected capital projects for the creation and maintenance of works of public art.  Funding for the Percent for Art projects comes from each project’s construction budget.
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