Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
October 14, 2009
Present:  Jerry Bolas, Chair; Debbie Hepp, Vice-Chair; Enid Handler; Carter Hubbard; Butch Kisiah, Parks & Recreation Director; Megan McGuire; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeff York, Public Art Administrator
Absent:  Maria Lopez-Ibanez; Amanda Miller; Banu Valladares
I.
Call to Order

Bolas called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.
II. Public Art Contextual Plan and Cultural Arts
York reviewed the Commission’s September discussion of the Contextual Plan and Bolas introduced Town of Chapel Hill Parks & Recreation Director Butch Kisiah.  Kisiah spoke about using the successes of the current public arts program to grow a Cultural Arts Division of Parks & Recreation in the future.  In the near term, Kisiah asked the Commission to reconsider the Contextual Plan for public art and have it ready for Council approval before the 2010 summer recess.  Kisiah’s thoughts for updating the Plan included (1) recommending rather than requiring that private development address public art and (2) maintaining a 1% For Art rather than advocating for a 2% For Art in selected Town projects.
The Commission spoke in agreement with these ideas and suggested that the Contextual Plan be presented as a part of rather than an appendix to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  A subgroup consisting of Radway, Bolas and York will work on developing a schedule and process for revising the Contextual Plan for adoption by Council.  Bolas recommended that these two Commission projects advance on separate tracks:  the adoption of the Contextual Plan and the development of a Cultural Arts Division of the Parks & Recreation Department
III.
Approval of Minutes of September, 2009

The minutes of September, 2010 were unanimously approved.
IV.
November 6th Arts & Economic Development Conversation with Loeb Fellows
York thanked Hepp and Handler for their work on the design of the event invitation and distributed invitations to those present.  York, Bolas and Haig Khachatoorian toured Chapel Hill with the Loebs on Saturday, September 26th in preparation for the November 6th event. York distributed and reviewed the event agenda.  To date thirty-four invitees have responded that they will attend the event, which can accommodate 75.  York asked for mailing addresses for Chapel Hill / Carrboro artists to invite.  Commission volunteers will be needed for November 6th.
V.
Public Art Administrator’s Report
· Quarterly Finance Report – York reviewed the current Public Arts operating budget of $65,886 and its components.  Bolas acknowledged and thanked York for the two budget augmentations he was able to secure this fiscal year.
· Superstreet Gateway Project Approval – A design contract with Thomas Sayre is in development.  The Commission moved and unanimously approved the funding of the design contract.  A Public Art Review Committee will oversee the project in a fashion consistent with Percent For Art projects.
· UNC / Town Wayfinding Project update – This committee consisting of York, Town and UNC staff, the Downtown Partnership, and the Visitor’s Bureau Director will meet on October 19th to discuss how to move forward with Department of Transportation wayfinding downtown and a pilot project for downtown wayfinding design.  The Commission recommended that designers be brought into the discussion when appropriate.  Bolas asked that the Commission be notified when its input would be requested.

· Appointment to the Campus Art Advisory Committee – York reported that he had been appointed to this UNC body thanks to the Commission’s work on the Carolina North Development Agreement’s art provisions. 
· American Style Magazine Award – For the third year in a row Chapel Hill was voted to be in the Top 25 Small Cities for Art in the United States by American Style Magazine.  A Town press release for this news is forthcoming.  The Commission requested a link to this article.
· Festifall wrap up – York reported that changes such as the chalk and art puppet parade were successful, and that the overall quality of the vendor artwork was improved.  Some non-profits said they felt isolated in their new location.  Public Art funds supported artists’ awards, chalk and puppet artists, and the juror.

VI.
Sculpture Visions
Wright showed a map and images of the eleven sculptures selected for the 2009-2010 Sculpture Visions exhibition.  Some artists had to withdraw from the exhibit as they could not afford the liability insurance required by the Town.  Contracts are now being signed and sculptures installed; all sculptures should be installed by mid-November.  An oversized postcard showing pieces and their locations on a map will be produced for publicity.
VII.
Percent For Art Project Updates
· Wright reported that the Community Center’s Sculptural Climbing Wall was completed and approved, and that the artist was submitting final documentation and paperwork.

· Hepp discussed and showed models and images of the nine prototypes presented as preliminary designs by Al Frega at the October 7th meeting of the Public Art Review Committee (PARC) for the Greenways project.  The PARC asked Frega (1) to proceed with the sentinel, bike rack and recycled concrete bench prototypes, (2) to rethink and redesign trail markers and signage, and (3) to cease work on the trash receptacles and planters.  York said that with the North Carolina Arts Council grant the Town may expect to have six prototypes created at the end of Al’s work.
The Commission requested a debriefing from Frega regarding the residency portion of the project, and asked what, if any, formal action was required from the Commission regarding this and other Percent For Art projects.
VIII.
Committees and Project Reports
· Community Art Project – Hubbard reported that the Community Art Project Request For Qualifications was nearly complete.
· Public Art in Private Development Guidelines – Radway said that new edits for the guidelines were not yet ready.

· Artist-in-Residence – The Artists@Work Committee met with artist Donovan Zimmer and Smith art instructor Missy Valentine to further plan the residency this fall.  The Smith auditorium has been reserved for the second week of December for rehearsal and a performance Saturday, December 12th.
IX.
Other Announcements

Hubbard showed images of an exhibit curated by herself and Sarah Botwick in Raleigh, entitled Made in the USA.  The exhibit has a closing reception Sunday, October 18th.
X.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.
