RICHARD ST. JOHN
731 McCaslin Street, Pittsburgh PA 15217

(412) 860-4566  richard.stjohn@verizon.net 

	PROFILE
	SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

	A valuable project leader and management professional with 25 years of experience bringing both people and programs together in diverse nonprofit settings. A listener, synthesizer, facilitator and bridge-builder, who excels at calling people to a larger sense of purpose, and supporting them in their efforts.  
	· First-hand experience in civic engagement, arts & humanities, grant-making and community development. 

· Proven ability to move challenging projects to completion and to articulate complex ideas.
· Extensive networks in Pittsburgh’s nonprofit community.

· Known and respected for integrity and follow-through.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

AUTUMN HOUSE PRESS

Executive Director                                              2007-Present

Leads fundraising, community partnerships, outreach, and administration for a national, nonprofit literary press.



	
	CONVERSATIONS FOR COMMON WEALTH

	AREAS OF EXPERTISE
	Executive Director
2002 - 2006

	· Nonprofit management

· Project coordination 

· Organizational development
	Drawing on Loeb Fellowship experience at Harvard University, established innovative program that helped diverse groups reflect on the ethical callings in their lives and translate that response into generous action in the world.  

	· Group facilitation

· Written and oral communications
	· Over 100 participants from a dozen Conversation series made new or renewed commitments to building the common good.

	· Grant-writing

EDUCATION
	· 60% of participants returned to “Continued Conversations” to support and challenge ongoing commitments.

	Harvard University 

Loeb Fellowship  (2002)
	· Secured funding from the Heinz Endowments, The Pittsburgh Foundation, the Falk Foundation and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.

	University of Virginia

 MA English  (1975)
	· Demonstrated the value of core program practices, through extensive, multi-faceted evaluation. 

· Established local and national advisory board.

	“with distinction”

	

	Princeton University
	COMMUNITY HOUSE

	BA English  (1974)
	Associate Director 
2003-2005

	Summa cum laude
	

	
	· Negotiated sale of $2.4 million facility.

	
	· Coordinated $1.3 million acquisition and renovation, plus $130,000 parking project. 

	
	· Assisted with program, fundraising, and restructuring.
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	COMMUNITY
	COMMUNITY DESIGN CENTER OF PITTSBURGH

	ACTIVITIES
	Executive Director
1992-2001

	· Co-chaired Mayor’s Zoning Advisory Group (comprehensive zoning code rewrite) 

· Prior Board Activity: Sustainable Pittsburgh, Community Technical Assistance Center, Working Group on Community Development


	· Coordinated $500,000 in grants plus technical assistance for over 100 community development projects, leading to $22 million in new neighborhood investment.

· Oversaw creation of Renovation Information Network, Pedal Pittsburgh (fundraising event), web site and other educational initiatives.

· Enhanced the organization’s staff and credibility, positioning it to play an active role in city/regional civic stewardship issues.

	PRESENTATIONS
	

	· Ford Foundation

· Harvard University Design School

· Columbus Metropolitan Club
	OAKLAND PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Associate/Executive Director 
1984-1990

· Oversaw operation of community development corporation with a staff of seven and operating budget of over $350,000.

	LITERARY CREDITS
	· Developed housing projects totaling 91 units.

· Assisted in creation of $650,000 revolving loan fund.

	· The Pure Inconstancy of Grace (poems) published by Truman State Univ. Press (2005)
	· Coordinated a variety of programs including neighborhood planning/advocacy, community newspaper, real estate office, job readiness program, and business association.

	· 2004 T.S. Eliot Prize 2nd of 600 entrants
	ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

	· Poems published by Carolina Quarterly, Poet Lore, Sewanee Review and many other periodicals

· Numerous national and local readings
	Program Coordinator
1981-1984

· Liaison for neighborhood development programs.

· Wrote annual reports, press releases, speeches.

· Assisted in other program areas – public schools & economic development.

	
	CREAMER INC. (Advertising)

Copywriter / Supervisor Special Projects 
1977-1981


	.
	· Received 5 Pittsburgh-area “Golden Reel” awards.

	
	· Developed public service campaigns for United Way and Pittsburgh Public Schools.


