Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
January 14, 2008
Present:  Pam Pease, Acting Chair for January; Gerald Bolas; Lauren Brenner; Eric Davis; Mary Ellen Goyer; Debbie Hepp; Haig Khachatoorian; Helen Knapp; Megan McGuire; Scott Radway; Mark Kleinschmidt, Council Liaison; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeffrey York, Public Art Administrator; Amanda Miller, guest
Absent:  Erica Rothman; Banu Valladares
I.
Call to Order

Pease called the meeting to order at 5:30.
II.
Introductions
New commissioner Brenner and Council Liaison Kleinschmidt were introduced.
III.
Approval of Minutes

The December 2008 minutes were approved.  

IV.
Recognition of Former Commission Chair, Frank Webb and Member Louise Stone
Former commissioners Frank Webb and Louise Stone were recognized for their service to the Town and letters of appreciation from the Town Manager were read.
V.
Discussion on Establishing a New Chair
Procedures for electing a new Chair for the CHPAC were discussed.  For the near future the Commission decided to designate a different Acting Chair for each month’s meeting and to delay the election of a full-term Chair until after the CHPAC spring retreat.  Bolas will serve as Chair for the February 2009 CHPAC meeting.
VI.
Discussion with Mark Kleinschmidt
Kleinschmidt described his history with and thoughts regarding the CHPAC, emphasizing that this board logs more volunteer hours than any other Town board.  At its most successful the CHPAC has connected public art to Town operations and goals, and educates the public about the role of public art in the larger community.  Kleinschmidt asked to be reminded to make a referral to Council requesting CHPAC input on the public art requirements in the new RSSC District.

VII. Committee Art Interests
Knapp presented her pastels and discussed her inspiration, techniques, gallery work and involvement in the Pastel Society of North Carolina.  
VIII. Percent For Art Project Updates and Discussion

Davis described recent developments in the current and upcoming Percent For Art projects:  
· Lot 5 / 140 West:  Mikyoung Kim has submitted Design Development phase documents for approval by the Public Art Review Committee but the entire Lot 5 Project – including Huether and Kim’s work – will be delayed for three months due to economic conditions face by Ram.  
· Library Renovation:  Janet Echelman’s work for the Library Renovation will be delayed by the Town due to the state of the current municipal bond market.  
· Community Center Retaining Wall:  Three finalists have been invited to interview with the Community Center Retaining Wall Artist Selection Committee on February 27th at 10 am in the Large Administrative Conference Room of Public Works Building One at the Town Operations Center.  Commissioners are also invited to attend.  
· Greenways Trails Extension:  The contract between the Town and Al Frega for the Greenways Trails Expansion has been sent to the artist for his signature.  After the contract is executed Frega will begin residency work with the landscape architecture firms of Lappas + Havener and Coulter, Jewel and Thames.  Commissioners are invited to attend Frega’s visits with Lappas + Havener and Davis will notify the commission of these dates.
· Southern Community Park:  The park is now officially open and the few remaining art punchlist items will be taken care of by the Office of Public Arts before the park’s opening ceremony this spring (some time in May).
· Aquatics Center:  The grand opening of the center will be held on February 13th at 11 am.  York is checking on Ray King’s availability for this date.
Regarding the previously proposed Signal Box Project, York showed examples of an undecorated signal box and also boxes in their communities painted by artists.  Commissioners wondered if paint was the only possible medium for the proposed project and discussed other ideas such as using the boxes as temporary display kiosks for rotating works of art, using UV-resistant eco resin as a medium, and/or decorating the boxes with laser-cut wayfinding graphics and icons designed by a single artist that are specific to the box’s location/neighborhood.  The commission also discussed how such opportunities present themselves through Town channels and the consequences of turning down potential projects.  York asked commissioners to submit ideas to him for further discussion at February’s meeting. 
IX.
Reports from Other Programs
For the current Artists@Work project held at Ephesus Elementary, Pease showed slides of the artwork process and the sculpture near completion.  A reception is being planned for February 4th, 2009, the 100th day of the current school year.  The Artists@Work Committee will next meet at 3:30 pm on Tuesday, January 20th.
Goyer reported on the Community Art Project workshops and dates:  February 13th at the Hargraves Center, March 3rd at the Frank Porter Graham Student Union, March 21st at University Mall, and March 28th at the Carrboro Century.  York showed the promotional postcard designed by McGuire and Wright, and discussed the project’s partnership with the UNC Program in the Humanities and Human Values.
York announced that the time for the Sculpture Visions Call to Artists approaches as the current show is de-installed at the end of April 2009.  York has asked the Exhibitions Committee to rethink the current Sculpture Visions program.
X.
Carolina North Update
York will sit on the Design and Public Art Committee for Carolina North.  Public art is now a topic included in the project’s design guidelines.
XI. Financial Report
Wright presented the Office of Public Arts Quarterly Financial Report.  York anticipates less programming funds will be available for the Office in FY2009-10 and hopes to carry some over from FY2008-09.

XII. Strategies for Commission Involvement
Bolas suggested that the commission invite guests to future meetings to hear their thoughts on how the public arts could be developed in Chapel Hill.  Bolas asked commissioners to write down three possible guests and then posted these ideas on the wall.  The commission discussed possible topics for particular guests.  Bolas will distribute a copy of this list prior to the February meeting.
XIII. Pillar of Fire
Wright presented background and an image of Paul Penny’s sculpture, Pillar of Fire, which was recommended for accession into the Town’s Permanent Collection on July 15th, 2007 by the Gift Committee of the CHPAC.  By unanimous vote of those present the CHPAC motioned to recommend that Pillar of Fire be accepted by Chapel Hill Town Council into the Town’s Permanent Collection. 
XI.
Other Business / Other Public Art Announcements
Khachatoorian requested that the Loeb Fellowship grant be utilized by June.  York asked commissioners to read the CHPAC Gift Policy for February’s meeting, when a gift will be presented for the commission’s consideration.
XII.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted – Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
