January 2009


OFFICE OF PUBLIC ARTS & CHPAC PROGRAM ACTIVITES AND UPDATES
Percent For Art
The Town Council established the Percent for Art Ordinance on March 4, 2002 to fund the inclusion of works of art in public buildings and on public sites. An Annual Public Art Plan is developed, proposing which projects from the Town’s Capital Improvement Plan should be recommended as Percent For Art projects. 
Seven commissions have been completed: Promethean Honor Guard, a sculpture located at Firehouse #5 by Mike Roig; the Franklin Street Benches by Arlene Slavin; the Hargraves History Murals by David Wilson; a broken tile mosaic entitled The Fine Line Between Giving and Receiving by Sally Erickson at the IFC Community Shelter; Around Town and In Our Hands, two public artworks located at the Town Operations Center; and most recently Eddies of Light, a terrazzo floor at the Homestead Park Aquatics Center by Ray King and a series of natural art installations titled Elements at Southern Community park by Laura Haddad and Tom Drugan. 
Mikyoung Kim and Gordon Huether are creating designs for Lot 5 and artist Janet Echelman has been selected to create work for the Chapel Hill Public Library Expansion.  Artists have been selected for the Greenways Trails project - Al Frega, and the Community Center Retaining Wall – David Finn.
COSTS - % for Art Project Costs are not a part of the Public Arts Office budget, however costs for selection, including artist honoraria and travel are a part of the Office Budget
2007-08 - $7,700      2008-09 - $3,200
Permanent Collection

The Public Arts Commission, in conjunction with the Office of Public Arts, is committed to the long-term maintenance, conservation, and preservation of artwork in the Town’s collection. The Collection currently consists of approximately 50 indoor two-dimensional works and 12 outdoor works (including completed Percent For Art pieces).  
COSTS – Little cost is incurred in maintaining the permanent collection except for periodic conservation and maintenance cost

2007-08  - $325

2008-09 - $400
Exhibitions
Each year the Commission organizes an Exhibitions Series for Town Hall and the Chapel Hill Public Library, called Sculpture Visions. All artists, and especially emerging and regional artists, are encouraged to apply. The public is invited to each exhibition and opening reception. The CHPAC disseminates calls to artists, organizes the selection committees that review and select the artists, mounts the exhibitions, announces the shows, and coordinates opening receptions. Special exhibitions are also included such as the annual Black History Month exhibition and the Town Employee Art Exhibit
COSTS – artists receive no compensation for exhibiting with the town, costs are primarily for contracted installers and supplies.  Staff resources are considerable for this program.

2007-08  - $2,100 
2008-09 - $2,100
SculptureVisions

SculptureVisions is a yearly temporary large-scale outdoor sculpture exhibition that places sculpture in various locations throughout mainly the downtown area and surrounding neighborhoods.
Costs – costs involve artist honoraria, installation/deinstallation (in-kind from public works), some supplies, promotion, and possible maintenance and conservation costs.  Insurance is carried by the Town and is not part of the Office budget.  

2007-08 - $15,688
2008-09 - $12,600 
Artist@Work (Artists in Residence)
Through the Artists in Residence program, the Commission offers students of the Chapel Hill/Carrboro City School District opportunities to work with professional visual artists and to create original works for their schools and community. Past projects include the Bus Card Project, and the THINK installation, in which students created a temporary outdoor artwork located at the Chapel Hill Police Headquarters. Professional artists have worked in-residency at participating elementary schools to introduce students to fresh materials, collaboration, and the idea of art as a career. In the spring of 2006 textile artist Peg Gignoux and the fourth-graders of Scroggs Elementary created a tapestry that hangs permanently in the school. In the fall of 2006 sculptor Lynn Wartski worked with the fourth-graders of Seawell Elementary to create a metal repousse sculpture out of recycled materials that hangs permanently at that school. In  2007 potter David Gould led the fourth-graders of McDougal Elementary in the creation of “Visionary North Carolina Face Jugs” that were displayed in the Carrboro Library, at Kidzu Childrens’ Museum on Franklin street, and then permanently installed in the McDougle entryway. Artist Jeannette Brossart recently completed a seven foot tall mosaic totem in the shape of a stacked “100” permanently installed outside the school on the 100th day of the current school year, February 4th, 2009.  Students created mosaic designs and placed them on the sculpture, with commissioners providing in-class support.
Costs – Costs include artist honorarium and supplies for the students and the artwork

2007-08 - $4,300
2008-09 - $3,900

Community Art Project
CAP has been a themed community-wide event designed to engage everybody – artists and non-artists alike – in the act of understanding, appreciating, and making art.  In 2008, the Community Art Project was based on the theme “Elements.”  Artworks were submitted by over 200 artists and non-artists of all ages from Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Orange County, and beyond.  The exhibition was on view during April and May of 2008 in nine venues throughout Chapel Hill and Carrboro. Highlights of the exhibition included an artist-led community creation of a temporary Labyrinth made of invasive plant materials at the Chapel Hill Community Center Park..
For 2009 the Community Art Project is working with local artists Leah Sobsey and Lynn Bregman-Blass and partnering with the UNC Program in Humanities and Human Values to hold workshops and create a collaborative piece of public art that address local and family histories in Carrboro and Chapel Hill.  Four workshops will be held this spring in various venues throughout Chapel Hill, Carrboro and the UNC campus.
COSTS -  Costs for 2007-08 primarily involved contract installers, supplies and promotion.  For 2008-the 09 majority of cost were for artist honoraria for the work shops and the artwork commission

2007-08 - $5,300
2008-09 - $21,000
Outreach, Education, Promotion
The Public Arts Commission is always considering ways to connect with the community. A redesigned website (www.chapelhillarts.org) was launched as a resource for the community. A newsletter was published twice yearly as an insert in the local paper, and more than 5,700 constituents receive regular email updates on Public Arts Commission activities. The Commission produced postcards and other information pieces to be left in venues such as the Visitors’ Bureau, including a recently-published Chapel Hill public art map. The Commission also has booths or tables at local events during the year, including Festifall and the Community Dinner.
COSTS – Costs are primarily for design, printing and postage, web maintenance, copyright editing, media consulting

2007-08 - $7,540
2008-09 - $3,200

OTHER PROJECTS
Contextual Plan
In 2006 the CHPAC created a draft Public Art Contextual Plan that is intended to become a formal part of the Town of Chapel Hill’s Comprehensive Plan. The Plan includes recommendations for a comprehensive organizational approach to the design of future public art projects and initiatives. The CHPAC hopes to increase discussion about how public art can become part of our expectations for living in this community.  The Contextual plan will be revisited and finalized once the Commission redefines its role in 2009.
2007-08 - $3,000
2008-09 - $0

Save The Murals Project

In joining this initiative of the Chapel Hill Historic Preservation Society, the Public Arts Commission recently restored one downtown murals located on Town property and has approved funding for a second restoration of a Town-owned mural.
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