Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
December 10, 2008
Present:  Frank Webb, Chair; Gerald Bolas; Mary Ellen Goyer; Debbie Hepp; Helen Knapp; Megan McGuire; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Erica Rothman; Louise Stone; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Jeffrey York, Public Art Administrator

Absent:  Lauren Brenner; Eric Davis; Haig Khachatoorian; Banu Valladares
I.
Call to Order

Webb called the meeting to order at 5:30.
II.
Approval of Minutes
The November 2008 minutes were approved.  
III.
Introduction of New Commissioner
New commissioner Brenner has been absent for three consecutive meetings.  York will contact Brenner regarding her status as a commissioner.
IV.
Committee Art Interests
Goyer presented her weavings and discussed the loom, weaving and design processes.  
V.
Public Art Experience Discussion
York and Webb expressed a desire to hold a longer discussion on this topic at the January 2009 meeting.  Commissioners were asked to review the Contextual Plan for the upcoming meeting.  York noted that the current bond market is unstable and Town Capital Improvement Projects (and hence potential Percent For Art projects) are likely to become scarce in the immediate future.  Commissioners discussed various ideas for public art exhibits and projects.
VI.
Public Art in Private Development Resolution Discussion

York said the commission could play a major role in realizing a Public Art in Private Development resolution.  The Town Attorney has recommended working toward a resolution rather than an ordinance since the latter would require a change in state law.  A Public Art in Private Development resolution could tie public art to the Town’s conditional zoning requirements, and the Planning Department supports this idea.
Radway noted that the current Town zoning process for higher density projects includes the inclusion of public art on site as one of seven ways to satisfy Town requirements.

VII.
Percent For Art Project Updates
York described recent developments in the following projects:
· Greenways – York and Wright met with Lappas + Havener staff to discuss residency and prototype ideas.  It was agreed that the residency should not occur over consecutive days, but over an expanded two- to three- month period, perhaps beginning in late January and culminating in late March.  This will allow the artist to be brought in and out of the design phase at the appropriate times, so that delays related to the permitting of engineering issues will not detract from the residency.  At the December 8th, 2008 Town Council meeting Council authorized the Manager to enter into a contract with Al Frega.  York hopes to have a draft contract to Frega by year’s end. 
· 140 West / Lot 5 – On December 8th Mikyoung Kim presented her final design to the Public Art Review Committee (PARC) for its approval, and presented the design at community and Town Council meetings that day as well.  The PARC motioned to (1) approve the final design documents pending input of PARC members not present and comments by Town Council, the submission of an elevation depicting the sculpture’s height viewed east from Church Street at ground-level, and the committee’s endorsement of the sculpture’s maximum height; and (2) recognize the importance of extending the plaza design into Church Street in accordance with the artist’s design, including the sloped granite curb, the use of grey concrete instead of asphalt for the Church Street road surface, and the inclusion in the concrete road surface of the embedded curves and materials specified by the design. 
· Library – On December 8th Town Council decided to delay construction of the Library renovation for a period of three months.  If the economic climate has not improved at the end of that time Council will likely delay the renovation for a year.  In light of this decision the Public Arts Office will ask Janet Echelman to put her Library work on hold.
VIII. Signal Box Project Site Selection Discussion

York reported that in the next two years the Town will be installing 30 new signal boxes in the Downtown, UNC and Historic Districts.   The Town has agreed that ten of these boxes may be used as public art.  York will commission downtown muralist Michael Brown to paint a prototype and then a call will go out for artists to apply for nine commissions, wherein each selected artist will be paid $500 to paint a signal box.  Funds for this project will come from the pooled Percent For Art funds.  York requested three commissioners volunteer to assist in identifying ten appropriate signal boxes from the 30; Hepp and Radway volunteered.  The commission discussed commissioning more artists to work on future signal boxes if the project is a success.

IX.
Reports from Other Programs
Pease said that Jeannette Brossart has been working with the Ephesus fourth grade to make a seven foot tall mosaic totem in the shape of a stacked “100” to be permanently installed outside the school on the 100th day of the current school year, February 4th, 2009.  Students have created mosaic designs and placed them on the sculpture, with commissioners providing in-class support.
Rothman said the Community Art Project is partnering with the UNC Program in Humanities and Human Values as that program is developing a similar project concerning the documentation of local and family histories in Carrboro and Chapel Hill through memoir and story writing.  On December 11th Rothman and York will meet with Council Member Sally Greene and Eve Duffy, Director of the UNC Program.  Proposed workshop dates where up to 125 community members will bring items to include in the public art piece are:  February 13th at the Hargraves Center to include Black History Month breakfast participants and neighborhood resident; a date (to be determined) during the week of March 7th at the Frank Porter Graham Student Union to include the UNC community; March 28th at the Carrboro Century Center to include local artists and Carrboro residents and employees; and early April at University Mall to include the Glen Lennox and Asian immigrant communities, as well as the general public.  McGuire is creating marketing materials for the project and York applied to the Orange County Arts Commission for a project grant.  The final display location of the public artwork has yet to be determined.
Wright reported that most exhibits of the 25 artists selected for the 2008-2009 Juried Exhibitions Series have been scheduled.  A few artists remain to be scheduled depending on whether the Library will be available as a venue past March of 2009 and the availability of the following potential venues:  the Seymour Center, Carrboro Town Hall, and the Carrboro Century Center.
X.
Public Relations Activities

Wright distributed copies of two recent press releases written by PR consultant Sandy Scherer, who has contracted with the Public Arts Office.  Recent articles in the local papers on Mikyoung Kim’s December 8th visit and a photographer’s visit to the Ephesus Artists@Work project were noted.  Webb said the title of one of the releases – “Office of Public Arts refines focus on artists in community” – was unfortunate in that it implied that the CHPAC had not previously been focused on local artists.

XI.
Other Business / Other Public Art Announcements
York announced that by the end of the year the Coker Hill’s Neighborhood will submit a check to finish the purchase of Paul Penny’s Pillar of Fire.
XII.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.
Respectfully Submitted – Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
