Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
November 12, 2008
Present:  Frank Webb, Chair; Gerald Bolas; Eric Davis; Mary Ellen Goyer; Debbie Hepp; Helen Knapp; Megan McGuire; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Louise Stone; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Carter Hubbard, guest; UNC Journalism students, guests
Absent:  Lauren Brenner; Haig Khachatoorian; Erica Rothman; Banu Valladares; Jeffrey York, Public Art Administrator
I.
Call to Order

Webb called the meeting to order at 5:35 and announced he and York had discussed altering meeting format to use time more creatively and eliminate unnecessary routines.
II.
Approval of Minutes
The October 2008 minutes were approved.  Webb requested staff to update the Commission on the status of the Loeb Fellowship work.
III.
Financial Reporting Announcement
Wright said that York and the Executive Committee agreed that Financial Reports would be made to the Commission on a quarterly rather than monthly basis.
IV.
Committee Art Interests
Davis presented his landscape design of Cincinnati’s International Friendship Park and discussed the project’s process for incorporating public input.  
V.
Cultural Connections Committee
Stone informed the Commission of the members who will serve on this ad-hoc committee to develop a project or exhibit for 2009’s Black History Month.  Members include Nate Davis, Delores Bailey, Yonni Chapman, Dave Mason, Robin Brown Pickins, James Joseph, and Reverend Robert Campbell.  Additional potential members are being contacted.
VI.
Public Art Experience Writing Exercise / Discussion

Commissioners discussed exercise questions instead of writing down responses.  Discussion focused on updating the Contextual Plan so that it addresses the current economic climate and the likely dearth of new Percent For Art projects in the near term.   Commissioners thought the Contextual Plan should focus on identifying public art opportunities in infrastructure projects other than those selected as Percent For Art and developing community programming and events at minimal cost to the Town.  The Streetscape Plan, busses and bus shelters, and street kiosks were identified as specific aspects of Town infrastructure to connect with public art.  Formally seating CHPAC representatives on other Town Boards and Commissions as liaisons was also suggested as a way to incorporate public art into Town planning.  At the discussion’s end Webb urged commissioners to write down their thoughts and submit them to York.
VII.
Greenways Artist Endorsement

Hepp reviewed the Greenways Trail Percent For Art Project, in particular the project concept and the Artist Selection Committee’s (ASC) membership and process.  The ASC interviewed three finalists on October 24th and selected Durham artist Alvin Frega for the project.
A motion was made to endorse the selection of Alvin Frega for the Greenways Trail Percent For Art Project and the CHPAC unanimously approved.

VIII.
Other Percent For Art Project Updates
Davis and Wright provided the following updates:
· Greenways – The contract between the Town and artist Al Frega is in development.  The recommendation of Frega as project artist and the Commission’s endorsement of him will be presented to Town Council as an informational item December 8th, 2008.
· 140 West / Lot 5 – Gordon Huether’s contract has been executed.  Mikyoung Kim will be in Chapel Hill December 8th and 9th for a Public Art Review Committee (PARC) approval of her Art Area I design, a presentation of this design to the community, a presentation of this design to Town Council, and various Streetscapes meetings as well.  Huether will join the PARC meeting via conference call. 
· Community Center Retaining Wall – An Artists Selection Committee (ASC) consisting of various Town, artist, and community representatives reviewed 13 artist applications and identified three finalists who will interview with the ASC.

· 15-501 Superstreet – The Department of Transportation is considering York’s request that this project involve public art. 

· Southern Community Park – Art features are nearly complete and the entire project is now in the punchlist phase, where outstanding issues are addressed by the contractor.  Project artists have been informed that the Opening Celebration will likely be held in the spring of 2009.

IX.
Reports from Other Programs
Pease reported that three finalists for the 2008 Artists@Work program at Ephesus Elementary School were interviewed by an Artist Selection Committee at the school on October 22nd.  Jeannette Brossart was selected as the project artist and began working with the Ephesus Fourth Grade Monday, November 10th on a mosaic sculpture that will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Chapel Hill Carrboro City School System and be permanently installed outside the school in January.  Wright showed images from Brossart’s portfolio. 
Wright showed sample artworks of the 25 artists selected from the 58 applicants to the 2008-2009 Juried Exhibitions Series that is hung in the Chapel Hill Public Library and Chapel Hill Town Hall.  An Artist Selection Committee met on October 14th and selected 18 artists from North Carolina (11 of these from the Triangle area) and seven from other states for the Series.  The Public Arts Office has been coordinating proposed exhibition schedules with the selected artists.  The first two exhibits of the series were installed this week and an opening reception for the Town Hall exhibit will be held Friday, November 14th from 5 to 7 pm.
Wright reported that the Community Art Project will partner with the UNC Program in Humanities and Human Values to expand the reach of the 2009 project to include additional forms of documentation including video interviews.

X.
Other Business / Other Public Art Announcements
Pease described a public art event held by artist Zaha Hadid in New York’s Central Park as part of Chanel’s Mobile Art exhibit.
Wright announced that York would develop a new PR & Marketing Committee with CHPAC membership but not necessarily all committee chairs.
XI.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
