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Roger J. Cummings

15a Maple Place

Minneapolis, MN 55401

612-588-1148 W  612-239-2928 C

roger@juxtaposition.org
Professional Experience
JUXTAPOSITION ARTS, INC.    1995 to present

Artistic Director, 2004 – present

Co-Artistic Director, 1996-2004

Co-Founder, 1995 
Accomplishments
Conceived, developed and led the growth of community arts organization from  a summer program that served 15 youth in 1995 to a institution offering year round programs that reached 650 youth, 50 collaborative partners, 25 emerging artists and 4,000 community members and patrons in 2007.
Led the growth of organization’s pedagogical framework from “the arts as tool for individual enrichment” to an emphasis on “arts for individual, family, community and economic development”.  Programs today include painting and drawing as well as textile design, landscape and architectural design, mural workshops, and city planning initiatives.  

Worked as leader and member of team that grew organization operating budget from $1,500 in 1995 to $104,000 in 2003 to $340,000 in 2007.  Responsible for increasing organizational earned revenue ten-fold since founding the organization via in-school-residency’s, lectures, workshops, and commercial commissions.   
Participated as member of leadership team in capital campaign and construction project that transformed a long shuttered dilapidated neighborhood bar into a  ’ premier visual art center and gallery. 

Directed higher education and K-12 program curriculum and aesthetic vision of Remix: Creating Places for People on West Broadway, a community improvement and engagement program of Juxtaposition Arts, the West Broadway Area Coalition, the University Of Minnesota College Of Design and the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs.  Supervised graduate and undergraduate student researchers.
	Recent Community Involvement

	2001-present

2008            
	COMPAS ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOLS

Greater Twin Cities Metro, MN  Designed and implemented variety of residency teaching  programs (murals, sculpture, logo design, collage, textiles) in Minnesota schools.
City of Minneapolis  and  Hennepin Ave Property  Owners

Assist the City in partnering with Hennepin Avenue property owners to improve the condition of the Avenue in 2008 Imagining ways to place art in vacant windows and add other artistic experiences to Hennepin  Avenue.To render a financial plan. 

	2007
	WEST BROADWAY ALIVE MASTER PLAN

Minneapolis, MN   Hired by City of Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development to design public art elements and standards for redevelopment of West Broadway Avenue commercial corridor

	2007
	PEACE GAMES with PEACE FOUNDATION “Street Team”
Minneapolis, MN  Live painting during art crawl event using elements of hip hop to give voice to contemporary social issues.

	2007, 2005
	WALKER ART CENTER  “Open on Thursdays”

Minneapolis, MN  Led various museum visitors in art making projects related to Kara Walker exhibition (2007) and Glen Ligon show (2005) 

	2007, 2004, 2002, 2001 


	WALKER ART CENTER  “Free First Saturdays”

Minneapolis, MN  Artist in Residence developed and implemented family art making projects (train magnets, coloring book, murals, still life, stencils and stickers)

	2005


	TRU ROOTS ENDEAVORS  

Minneapolis, MN  Created painting in real time during performance of Patriot Acts at Varsity Theater


Selection of Lectures & Presentations
· “Twin Cities Solutions Vol. 2” Presenter with DeAnna Cummings at  periodic forum of local designers, artists & activists working to change the world with innovative ideas and actions, October http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gsKGm-mUSM   2007  
· “Total Chaos: Hip Hop Forum Series”  Walker Art Center, Panelist with author Jeff Chang,  artist Cey Adams, and professor Rachel Ramist, June http://channel.walkerart.org/index.wac   2007

· “Minnesota Youth Gang-Prevention Summit” U.S. Attorney’s Office, Presenter at national conference, October 2006

· “Rap Sessions: Race and Hip-Hop. Is Hip Hop Just Music or a Movement?” Walker Art Center, Panelist with authors Bakari Kitwana, Adam Mansbach, Ernie Paniccioli, Oliver Wang, and DeAnna Cummings, April 2006

· “Beats Streets Raps and Justice” Macalester College, Lecture on history of Hip Hop, July 2005

	Public Art & Urban Design Projects

	2007
	FUNDAMENTALS TO FUTURISM (Award)

Schafer, MN  Site specific original work created for outdoor sculpture park. Three- sided welded metal, wood, and aerosol relief sculpture. Dimensions 8’ x 60’.  Located at Franconia Sculpture Park

	2007
	MERIT PRINTING MURAL (Artists Collaboration)
Minneapolis, MN  Exterior mural on outdoor wall created in collaboration with local and national artists including Apex (San Francisco), Chor Boogie (San Francisco), Vulcan (San Francisco), Phase 2 (New York).

	2006
	WILD MUSIC SCIENCE MUSEUM OF MINNESOTA (Commission)

St. Paul, MN  Designed and painted structural elements for the Science of Sound national exhibition.

	2006

2005

2004
	THE CHAMBERS HOTEL MURAL (Commission)
Minneapolis, MN  Designed and created a 5 story mural in Minnesota’s first five star art boutique hotel. With juxta students and instructors 
JOHN BIGGERS’ MEMORIAL (Commission)

Minneapolis, MN Created a stone sculpture and bronze plaque to commemorate master muralist John Biggers and to mark the place where his Celebration of Life collaborative mural once stood.

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA BLACK STUDENT UNION (Commission)

Minneapolis, MN   Created mural depicting the past, present and future of African people in the United States. Designed in collaboration with BSU students

	2003
	COLUMBIA HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL (Youth Collaboration)
Columbia Heights, MN   Worked with 45 students to design and paint multicultural mural on walls and ceiling of schools’ library corridor

	2003, 2002,

2001 
	HUMBOLDT MIDDLE SCHOOL (Youth Collaboration)
St. Paul, MN   Created three murals with 80 students. Mural fabrication included collaboration with and technical advice from St. Paul Public Schools architect.  Artwork was integrated into schools renovated ‘state-of-the-art’ auditorium.  

	2002
	RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE (Commission)
Minneapolis, MN   Painted sports theme mural in the gymnasium of Ronald McDonald House to commemorate RMH’s designation as Charity Of The Year by the Minnesota Timberwolves franchise

	2002
	BEST BUY and PBS KIDS (Commercial Project)

Midwest, USA   Produced marketing and advertising material for PBS Kids Dragon Fly TV marketing campaign contracted with Best Buy corporation.

	2001                


	WESTERN SCULPTURE PARK (Commission)

St. Paul, MN    “Writers Bench”   Carved functional sculpture out of kasota stone salvaged from the Wabasha bridge on-site at Western Sculpture Park

	2001                
	JUXTA LAB AT MERIT PRINTING (Artists Collaboration)
Minneapolis, MN  Exterior mural on wall created in collaboration with New York artists John ‘Crash’ Mateos and Chris ‘Daze’ Ellis along with eight Minneapolis artists. Mural was featured work in the City of Minneapolis Public Art Map.

	2000
	FRANCONIA SCULPTURE PARK (Award) 
Schafer, MN    Aerosol and wood on telephone poles. Site specific original work created for outdoor sculpture park

	1999
	LONG ISLAND AVIATION HIGH SCHOOL MURAL (Artists Collaboration)
Queens, NY    Exterior wall mural designed and painted with 14 muralists from New York - organized and curated by Lady Pink. The mural is featured in book  “Broken Windows: Graffitti NYC” Gingko Press 2002

	1996
	CELEBRATION OF LIFE (Artists Collaboration)

Minneapolis, MN    Soundwall mural created under tutelage of master muralist John Biggers’ and l mentor artists Ta-coumba Aiken and Seitu Jones 


Selection of Media Citings & Publications

· “Tattooed Walls”, by Madden and Rosenstein, Photographs and Back Cover of collaborative mural created in Long Island NYC, 2007

· MN Monthy Magazine, “Graphic Change. Juxtaposition Arts Gives Kids Tools for Self-Expression”,  January 2007

· Minneapolis/ St. Paul Magazine Best of the Twin Cities Edition “Art That’s More than Just Pretty” Feature about Juxtaposition Arts, May 2007

· Where Magazine, “Parting Shot” for Chambers Hotel mural, 2007

· “Broken Windows” Graffiti NYC, by Karla and James Murray, Photographs of Long Island City School of Aviation collaborative mural, 2002

· “Conversations with Artists”  By Cynthia Berger, Subject of four part instructional series used in Minneapolis public school art classes, 1999

Awards

	2008
	Harvard Loeb Fellowship

	2008
	James P. Shannon Leadership Institute Fellowship

	2007,2004
	Minnesota State Arts Board Cultural Collaborations grant

	2003
	Institute for Community Cultural Development Fellowship

	2001 
	COMPAS Writers and Artists in the Schools artist roster

	2000
	Jerome Foundation Artist Fellowship/ Franconia Sculpture Park


REFERENCES available upon request


