Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
August 13, 2008
Present:  Frank Webb, Chair; Debbie Hepp, Treasurer; Erica Rothman, Secretary; Eric Davis; Mary Ellen Goyer; Haig Khachatoorian; Megan McGuire; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Dick Robinson; Louise Stone; Jeffrey York, Public Art Administrator; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator; Carter Hubbard, guest
Absent:  Ann Kendall; Helen Knapp
I.
Call to Order

Webb called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.  
II.
Approval of Minutes
The amended June 2008 minutes were approved.
III.
Announcements
Newly-appointed commissioner Megan McGuire and continuing commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  The other newly-appointed commissioner Helen Knapp was out of town and unable to attend.
IV.
CHPAC Status
York said programs and projects would continue in their current form at least until York is able to meet Town Council members upon their return and the CHPAC holds a retreat this fall.  The offices of Treasurer and Secretary are no longer needed.
Webb noted that the CHPAC is now a regular Town board with an advisory rather than decision-making role, and requested that the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission’s name be used in conjunction with the Public Arts Office wherever possible.
V.
Finances
Hepp said that the $20,000 remaining in the CHPAC bank account would be returned to the Town within one month.  After Town Council’s approval, York expects approximately $60,000 to be available this fiscal year for Public Arts programming, comprised of the $20,000 mentioned by Hepp and an additional $40,000 from two FY07/08 installments due to the CHPAC that were withheld by the Town.
VI.
Percent For Art and Permanent Collection
York presented a slideshow of the terrazzo floor Percent For Art project at the Homestead Aquatics Center, Eddies of Light, which was just completed the previous day by artist Ray King.  Updates were also provided on the Library, Lot 5, Southern Community Park, Greenways, Community Center, and Superstreet projects.
Davis requested the Public Arts Office move ahead with cataloging the Permanent Collection as recommended by the Percent For Art and Permanent Collection committee in May.

VII.
Reports from other programs
Pease provided background on recent Artists@Work projects and announced that discussions were being held with Ephesus Elementary School to participate in an Artists@Work program this fall, possibly in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the Chapel Hill Public Library.
Rothman reviewed the history of the Community Art Project and said that the committee is considering a more collaborative approach to be led by Chapel Hill artists Leah Sobsey and Lynn Bregman Blass, as opposed to the individual submissions format of previous years.  Examples of the artists’ recent work were shared.  A meeting between the artists and the Community Art Project committee is scheduled for Wednesday, August 20th.
Radway discussed the recent Town Hall, Library and Sculpture Visions exhibitions series.  A call to artists for the next round of the Town Hall and Library exhibitions has been issued, with a deadline of September 24th.  Exhibits planned for September and October at the Library and Town Hall will feature regional artists who applied but were not accepted for the 2007-2008 Exhibitions Series.  The 2008 – 2009 Exhibitions Series will begin in November.

VIII.
Election of Officers
Rothman reported that no nominations were received.  A motion to continue the current Executive Committee and Chairmanship for the 2008 – 2009 fiscal year was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved.
IX.
Committee Membership
Webb proposed that current program committee chairs remain in place for the 2008 – 2009 fiscal year, and that commissioners submit to Wright the names of two committees they would like to join or continue with.  The Public Outreach and Education committee will be comprised of the other committee chairs.
X.
Appointments to the CHPAC
Hubbard was excused and the CHPAC considered applicants for the three vacant commission seats.  Each commissioner nominated up to three of the five applicants.  The CHPAC will recommend to Town Council the following candidates for appointment to the commission:  Gerald Bolas, Lauren Brenner and Carter Hubbard.
XI.
Regional and National Public Art Happenings
Michael Brown’s restoration of The Pencil on Henerson Street occurred during the week of July 21st – 25th.  Public artworks encountered on visits to New York City and Italy were discussed.
XII.
Any Other Business

Radway reported that the town of Davidson, North Carolina just adopted a Percent For Art policy, making it one of four North Carolina municipalities to have such a policy.
XIII.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
