APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  
ON TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL ADVISORY BOARDS 
This application requests some general information based on your interest in applying for a position on a Chapel Hill Town Advisory Board, Commission, Committee or Task Force. Please type or use dark ink. 
Applicant Name:  Lauren Brenner


 Date of Application: 5/6/2008 
Home Address: 426 Fairoaks Circle, Chapel Hill/27516

Home Phone:  919 260 7125   

Email Address: lbrenner@email.unc.edu 

In order to consider this application and provide some balance to the various boards, this personal information is required:   
Female: x


Race: Caucasian 

Date of Birth: 4/6/1985  
Occupation: Student/WXYC Station Manager

Residency within the Town limits is required for membership on most Council advisory boards and commissions.  Memberships of committees and task forces may be composed of up to forty percent of non- Town residents.   

Do you reside within the Town Limits of Chapel Hill: Yes x

Length of residence in Chapel Hill: 22 years, 9 months
How did you find out about this Board? 
Other   
The Council encourages you to visit a meeting of the board or commission that you are interested in serving on. 
Please indicate your preferences by number (first choice being “1”) and choose no more than three, along with category, if applicable. 
COUNCIL ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
___1__ Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission 

ETHICS GUIDELINES FOR TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
(Please check if you agree.) 

_x___ Yes, if appointed, I pledge to comply with the following ethics guidelines for advisory boards and commissions as adopted by the Chapel Hill Town Council.   (Other Council committees and OWASA are excluded.) Members of advisory boards and commissions shall not discuss, advocate, or vote on any matter in which they have a conflict of interest or an interest which reasonably might appear to be in conflict with the concept of fairness in dealing with public business.  A conflict of interest or a potential conflict occurs if a member has a separate, private, or monetary interest, either direct or indirect, in any issue or transaction under consideration.  Any member who violates this provision may be subject to removal from the board or commission. If the advisory board or commission member believes he/she has a conflict of interest then that member should ask the advisory board or commission to be recused from voting.  The advisory board or commission should then vote on the question on whether or not to excuse the member making the request.  In cases where the individual member or the advisory board or commission establishes a conflict of interest, then the advisory board or commission member shall remove themselves from the voting area. Any advisory board or commission member may seek the counsel of the Town Attorney on questions regarding the interpretation of these ethics guidelines or other conflict of interest matters.  The interpretation may include a recommendation on whether or not the advisory board or commission member should excuse himself/herself from voting.  The advisory board or commission member may request the Town Attorney respond in writing. 
Please provide a brief statement outlining why you wish to serve on the Advisory Boards, Commissions, or Committees you have indicated. 
For the past four years, I have been a highly active member of the UNC campus arts community.  I have worked to increase the vitality and diversity of UNC arts programming through my roles as Station Manager at WXYC FM, SEB board member, CLOUD film coordinator, and CUAB film committee member.  I believe that public arts have a strong potential to build and strengthen the community and I think that Chapel Hill is at a particularly important historical moment to seize upon this potential.  Chapel Hill has for many years been a very vibrant community with a lively arts scene.  While the arts community continues to thrive, Chapel Hill is experiencing a decline in the downtown business district and a consolidation of the west downtown arts venues.  I would like to join the Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission to engage with these issues and help generate innovative ideas for reinvigorating the downtown arts scene and diversifying venues for self-expression.  As a young citizen, I think I have a unique perspective that would contribute greatly to the range of perspectives on the commission.

Lauren Brenner


5/6/2008

____________________________________ _____________ 
 Applicant's Signature Required Date 
Applications will be purged after two spring appointment cycles (approximately two years).  Please reapply at that time if you are still interested in serving on a Board and have not yet been appointed. 
Please return form to: Communications and Public Affairs Department, 405 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
Email clerk@townofchapelhill.org or FAX 919-967-8406

Lauren Rose Brenner

426 Fair Oaks Circle, 

Chapel Hill, NC 27516
919 260-7125

lbrenner@email.unc.edu
Education

Bachelor of Arts, Honors with Distinction, May 2008
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Double Major: Cultural Studies (visual culture) and Comparative Literature (international film)

Minor: Spanish

Study Abroad, June to July 2005

Universidad San Francisco de Quito

Concentration: Latin American Film

Certificate in Documentary Studies, December 2008

Center for Documentary Studies, Duke University

Concentration: Critical Documentary Studies

Senior Honors Thesis, Decolonizing Representation, Case Study: Chiapas, Mexico
Directed by Dr. María DeGuzmán

Highest Honors

Decolonizing Representation explores the theoretical paradigm known as the decolonial option with the aim of applying this theory to representational critique and practice.  Walter Mignolo’s theory of a decolonial option, which he formulates with specific reference to Latin America, calls for an epistemic shift from Western-based models of knowledge to subaltern models of knowledge.  My thesis adapts Migonolo’s manifesto to focus on strategies for dismantling the racial hierarchy implicit in prevailing modes of representation.  It examines a case study of the Chiapas Photography Project, a collective of Mayan photographers (predominantly women) who are publishing books and projects about their lifestyles and traditions.  When the case fails to meet Mignolo’s terms for a pristinely non-Western epistemology, the thesis asks whether it is viable or prudent to divide world epistemology into the dual categories of colonized/colonizer, acknowledging the mixed loci of enunciation from which all discourse derives. 

Awards and Honors
· Dean’s list, 2003-2007
· Elected WXYC Station Manager, 2006 ($7,200 stipend)

· Highest honors for senior thesis, 2007

· Jon and Barbara Curtis Award for Excellence in Photojournalism, 2007 ($500)

· University Program in Cultural Studies Undergraduate Research Grant, 2007 ($500)

· Mellon Undergraduate Award, 2008 ($3,000)

· John Hope Franklin Student Documentary Award, 2008 ($2,000)
Publications

“Comparing the Reception of Traditional Music in Ecuador and the United States,” In/Audible, 2005.

“Remembering Composition (film),” JAC, 2006.

Conferences

“Decolonizing Representation, Case Study: Chiapas, Mexico,” UPCS Undergraduate Symposium, 2007.

“The Weak Pleasure: Revenge in Pedro Almodóvar’s Carne trémula,” SCLA Conference, 2008.

“The Global Flâneur: Active Looking in International Documentary Film,” UNC English and Comparative Literature Conference, 2009.

Exhibitions/Screenings

· Johnston Center for Undergraduate Excellence Multimedia Festival, 2004 (mixed media).

· Center for Documentary Studies, 2005 (film).

· Frank Porter Graham Student Union Art Gallery, 2008 (installation).

· Chiapas Photography Project, 2008 (photography).

· Center for Documentary Studies, 2009 (photography).

Working Groups/Committees

UNC-Duke Working Group on Marginalities

Student Educational Broadcasting, Inc.

National Press Photographers Association

Carolina Media Monitor

Co-founded the Carolina Media Monitor, a web portal that provides multiple geopolitical viewpoints on international news.  Worked as Editor for the Central America region.  Posted, translated, and reviewed articles from Spanish-language press outlets.  Developed a web log for user comments.  Contracted speakers to address issues of media accountability with the UNC student body.

WXYC FM Radio

Managed WXYC FM, the leading international music and free format station in the southeast.  Developed skills as a radio DJ, sound artist, and audio journalist.  Lead, taught, and mentored 150-200 UNC student DJs.  Wrote the WXYC student organization constitution.  Presented at professional conferences and contributed to broadcast monthlies.  Expanded WXYC’s involvement with international aural culture and community service through the following innovations:

· Educational Programming

Created the Global Music Show and Carolina Breakdown, radio collaborations with the UNC Departments of Area Studies and Folklore, respectively.  Each show has a live-in-the-community component.  The popularity of the Global Music Show inspired an annual fundraiser, the Global Music Jam, which raises money to fight world hunger.  Carolina Breakdown hosts bi-monthly concerts to benefit local vernacular musicians.

· Community Presence

Increased WXYC’s presence in the local, state, national, and international communities through partnerships with other non-profits.  Established socially beneficial partnerships with Youth Noise Network, Radio Pa’alante, Hurricane Katrina Music Relief, and Nourish International.

Comparative Literature Organization for Undergraduate Discussion

Organized film screenings and discussions about international cinema.  Selected Spanish- and Portuguese- language films for semesterly film series.  Introduced Amerindian and documentary films to the selection pool.  Encouraged interaction with local working groups, such as the UNC-Duke Working Groups on Nation Building, Popular Cultures, and Marginalities.
Documenting Home

Traveled across North Carolina to document the stories of immigrants from all over the world.  Created a portrait series of NC immigrants in their homes.  Recorded oral history narratives that describe the experience of immigrating to NC.

John Hope Franklin Award Documentary Project

Follows two years of thesis research on Mexican documentary traditions and strategies for countering epistemic colonization.  Project explores the notion of documentary as a public service with a critical eye.  Will travel to Chiapas, Mexico to volunteer with the Chiapas Photography Project and study Mayan language.  Will document the trip collaboratively with project photographer Xunka’ Lopez Díaz.  Photographs will be published anonymously to engender a co-mingling of photographic identities and breakdown the dichotomy of documentarian/service provider and documentary subject/service recipient.  Project will be exhibited in Chiapas and Durham, NC conterminously.

International Existentialist Cinema 

· Series

In summer 2007, designed the film component of the UNC course “Existential Philosophy.”  Coordinated opening remarks and screenings for Ingmar Bergman’s The Seventh Seal, Agnés Varda’s Cleo from 5 to 7, and Pedro Almodóvar’s Tie Me Up, Tie Me Down.  The film series supplemented key texts of existential philosophy, including Martin Heidegger’s Being and Time and Jean Paul Sartre’s Being and Nothingness.  

· Workshops

Lead filmmaking workshops to engage students with the course material.  Taught theory, production, and post-production classes.  Directed three short films that respond to key questions of Existentialism.  

Burmese Film Series

Planning a Burmese film series in conjunction with the UNC Southeast Asia Interest Association.  The film series promotes relief efforts for Cyclone Nargis.  Eight Burmese films will be projected onto public spaces in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro area to raise community awareness about the disaster in Burma.

Volunteer Experience
Volunteers with organizations dedicated to strengthening communities through public arts.

· MusicMaker Relief Foundation
Managed the digital photography archive for MusicMaker, a non-profit that helps southern blues artists market their albums and performances.

· The Canary Project 

Assembles gallery shows for visual art about climate change.
· Smithsonian Institute
Documents the annual Smithsonian Folk Festival.

Interests
International Film and Visual Culture, Critical Documentary Studies, Arts and Community Building, Freeform Radio, Yoga.

Languages

Spanish (Advanced), Portuguese (Advanced), Dutch (Intermediate).

