Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
March 12, 2008
Present:  Frank Webb, Chair; Debbie Hepp, Treasurer; Erica Rothman, Secretary; Eric Davis; Mary Ellen Goyer; Janet Kagan; Haig Khachatoorian; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Dick Robinson; Andi Sobbe; Elizabeth Taylor; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
Absent:  Ann Kendall; Lowell Roberts; Louise Stone
I.
Call to Order

Webb called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm.  
II.
Approval of Minutes
The February 2008 minutes were approved.
III.
Announcements
Wright announced that on February 29 Kate Flory gave birth to a baby boy, Benjamin Hunter Flory.
IV.
Regional and National Public Art Happenings

Wright passed out brochures on the annual convention of Americans for the Arts, to be held June 20 – 23 in Philadelphia.  Kagan provided an overview of the conference.
V.
Finances
Hepp presented the March 2008 Treasurer’s Report, and noted that there is $50,000 in current accounts due to curtailed programming, salaries, and expenditures. 
VI.
Public Outreach and Education

Rothman presented a proposal from Sandy Scherer and MSS Communications, Inc. to manage CHPAC communications and events related to the Public Art 360 Symposium of April 11 and 12.  The Commission reviewed and revised the scope of work, and discussed Commission activities scheduled for the Symposium.  Rothman asked for volunteers to sit at the CHPAC information table; the first eight volunteers will have their registration fees covered by the Commission.
VIII.
Percent for Art and Permanent Collection
Davis and Webb discussed Commission plans to respond to a Town Council member’s recent petition regarding the CHPAC artist selection policy.  
Webb described a meeting he and Wright had with Town Manager Roger Stancil on March 11 regarding Janet Echelman’s January 2008 invoice and work she may now be doing for the Library Expansion project.  Webb will speak with Echelman and Corley Redfoot Zach Architects Principal Ken Redfoot, and a meeting will be scheduled to coincide with Echelman’s visit to Chapel Hill in April.
Davis reported on a March 12 meeting of Percent for Art committee members, Greenways commissioners, and Bill Webster, Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation.   A direction for the Greenways RFQ was determined, and Wright was asked to create a draft for the group’s review.
IX.
CHPAC Transition
Four candidates for the Public Art Administrator position will make presentations to the Commission on Wednesday, March 19, beginning at 5:30 pm.  Each candidate will speak on the meaning and importance of public art for 15 minutes and will then field questions for another 10 minutes.  Commissioner comments on each candidate’s strengths and areas for further inquiry should be submitted to Webb by midday on March 20.  Webb will then present the Commission’s comments to the Manager.
X.
Commission focal points for local boards, commissions and other relevant groups
Taylor requires reply from some Commissioners regarding area groups or profession with which Commissioners will liaison.  
Webb reported on a request received from Ernest Dollar, Director of the Chapel Hill Preservation Society.  The Society requests that the Commission ask the Town to restore two downtown murals painted by Michael Brown on Town property:  “The Pencil” on the Henderson Street retaining wall between Franklin and Rosemary, and “Primitive Cave Paintings” in the Rosemary Street Parking Deck.  These restorations will serve as a kickoff for the Society’s campaign to restore other downtown Brown murals.  The artist estimates the cost of restoring “The Pencil” to be $2,350; the artist has yet to submit a requested estimate for restoring “Primitive Cave Paintings.”  The Commission will consider this matter upon receipt of the requested estimate. 
XI.
Artist-in-Residence 

Pease showed a DVD slideshow created by McDougle Library staff depicting the recent face jugs project in which McDougle fourth-graders recently participated.  
XII.
Community Art Project



Sobbe shared recent press items on the Labyrinth kickoff event that occurred March 1.  A sign-up sheet was circulated for volunteers to assist with the April 4 and 5 artwork drop-off for the project, to be held at the Chapel Hill Museum.
XI.
Other Program Highlights
No other program highlights were discussed.
XIII.
Any Other Business
There was no other business before the Commission.
XIV.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
