Chapel Hill Public Arts Commission
Meeting Summary
February 13, 2008
Present:  Debbie Hepp, Treasurer; Mary Ellen Goyer; Janet Kagan; Lowell Roberts; Dick Robinson; Andi Sobbe; Louise Stone; Elizabeth Taylor
Absent:  Frank Webb, Vice Chair; Erica Rothman, Secretary; Eric Davis; Haig Khachatoorian; Pam Pease; Scott Radway; Ann Kendall; Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
I.
Call to Order

Hepp called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  
II.
Approval of Minutes
The January 2008 minutes were approved.
III.
Announcements
A reminder was given of the February 19 Creative Communities conference in Rocky Mount.  Those interested in carpooling should contact Wright.
IV.
Finances
Hepp presented the February 2008 Treasurer’s Report, noted a recent support installment of $20,000.00 from the Town, and reported that no discussion has been held with the Finance Department to date.  A motion was made and approved to extend Flory’s consulting contract for another three months.
V.
Percent for Art and Permanent Collection
Percent for Art agenda items will be discussed at next meeting(s), due to absences of commissioners and staff. 
VI.
Public Outreach and Education
Appreciation was expressed for the sheet of talking points Webb created for commissioners’ discussions with the media.  A list of upcoming newsworthy CHPAC events was distributed and commissioners were invited to add more items as appropriate.  There was general agreement to pursue work with outside PR/marketing firms, and commissioners were asked to send Hepp referrals for other firms to interview.
Kagan described possible Public Art 360 tie-ins with CHPAC, and an upcoming meeting Public Art 360 on February 20.

VII.
CHPAC Transition
Hepp provided an overview of requested changes to CHPAC-related ordinances regarding terms of office and the organization name, as well as an update on the hiring process for the Public Art Administrator (phone interviews completed, presentations are a few weeks away, all commissioners to be invited to candidates’ presentations).  
Roberts talked about meeting with an attorney on the Foundation’s legal considerations, particularly with regard to IRS requirements.  Roberts also discussed convening small groups of Chapel Hill civic leaders to brainstorm areas the on which the Foundation might focus.

VIII. Commission focal points for local boards, commissions and other relevant groups
Stone talked about her meeting with the Preservation Society on the murals: the CHPAC will be formally contacted and asked to preserve 2-3 murals owned by the Town (there was general agreement that this was a good idea).  Other property owners will also be contacted to secure additional funds for preservation.
A discussion was held regarding the appointment of commission members as liaisons for other outside groups.  Taylor will take suggestions on groups with which to liaison, and will develop a process to match commissioners to these groups.

IX.
Artist-in-Residence 

Goyer and Taylor described the success of the Artists@Work project for the students and the school, but noted the low attendance at the Kidzu opening as a possible downside to not having one integrated project since each child took their art home.  The group discussed whether the program could be expanded to more than one school, and there was general agreement of the desirability of finding ways to combine Artists@Work with the Community Art Project.

X.
Black History Month



Stone and Radway were thanked for taking the lead on this exhibit.  Stone suggested that this project should involve UNC and be sited at the Chapel Hill Museum.  A request was made that this project be dealt with early next fall to allow plenty of time for an alternate exhibition plan in 2009.

XI.
Other Program Highlights
Sobbe reported that the Community Art Project brochure had gone to the printer and that a committee meeting will be held February 27.  On March 1 a kickoff event will be held with local artist Bryant Holsenbeck (who is being paid $750 out of private donations).  The CHPAC approved the CAP’s additional budget request, to be used primarily to insert the CAP entry forms as advertisements (at a non-profit rate) into the Chapel Hill Herald and the Chapel Hill News.

XII.
Regional and National Public Art Happenings
Kagan distributed invitations to the next Orange County Arts Council artist salon, reviewed the Raleigh Arts Commission’s upcoming events, and described the next Public Art Network conference.
XIII.
Any Other Business
There was no other business before the Commission.
XIV.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debbie Hepp, Treasurer

Steve Wright, Public Art Coordinator
