These are per the Parks and Recreation Dept. Master plan:

Lincoln Center (gymnasium and arts center): The Town’s lease with the school system for this facility expires in 2007.  The Town should renegotiate this lease to continue using the gymnasium and arts center.  If the lease cannot be renewed the Town must find other locations for providing an arts facility and gymnasium.
Years 2006-2011

· Implement improvements to Lincoln Center/Gym (contingent upon a new lease agreement)

Beyond 2011
· Implement improvements to Lincoln Center/Gym (contingent upon a new lease agreement)

Lincoln Arts Studio has been an important facility for the citizens of Chapel Hill and the surrounding community since its inception in 1981.  By providing art classes for children, teens and adults of all income levels, the Parks and Recreation Department has provided an important community service.  We feel it is imperative for the community that this service continues into the future.  We appreciate the commitment shown by the department in the Master Plan for Future Development, and we would like to give our ideas, as we are intimately involved in using the facilities.

We understand the current lease for Lincoln Arts Studio expires December 31, 2007.  While it is most likely cost-effective to renew/renegotiate the lease for the current facility,  we feel that if the school system decides not to renew the lease, then the town must find another location for this arts facility, as stated in the Chapel Hill Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
The current facility is used for ceramic arts; we feel there is potential interest in expansion to other art forms as well.  This would create increased community involvement in the facility and generate more income for the center.  The facility should continue to be accessible to seniors, lower income residents, and children with special needs.
We want to have a viable, town-supported, community art space that is open to all the citizens of Chapel Hill/Carrboro/Orange county (regardless of income), and which supports the creative arts in our community long into the future.
Citizens for the Preservation of Lincoln Art Center
