GUIDELINES AND FAQS FOR MAKERS FAIR PARTICIPANTS:
2013 STATEWIDE FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL
The Traditional Makers Fair and Market brings artisans and community members from across the state together to celebrate and share their own traditions, as well as explore and learn about the traditions and heritage of their fellow North Carolinians.  We are excited to welcome artisans whose skills reflect North Carolina’s diverse cultures and whose exhibits provide an opportunity for interactive learning through visually rich displays and examples or demonstrations of technique and process.

Fair Schedule:





Saturday, Sept. 28th



Set-up:

8am-10am
Carrboro Elementary School


FESTIVAL:
10am-5pm
400 Shelton St, Carrboro, NC 27510      
Tear-down:
5pm-6pm
General Rules for Participants:  
1) Exhibits must be set-up by 10am and dismantled by 6pm on the festival date, Sept. 28th, 2013.  You agree to have someone present at your exhibit during the festival except for brief breaks.

2) If selling merchandise, only your own work or the work of a member of your community for whom you are acting as an agent can be sold.  Crafts from manufactured kits may not be sold.  All items must be made in NC (contact us if in bordering state).
3) You are responsible for managing your own transactions, including collecting 4.75% state/2.75 % county sales tax. You agree to report gross sales to the festival committee to document the festival’s success in supporting artists.

FAQs

How do I know if I’m a traditional maker?

We are defining traditional as community-based – whether passed down through generations in your family or neighborhood, or fitting into a long-standing community aesthetic. As a traditional maker, the members of your community should see you and your work as a part of the community and its traditions.  
We are looking to feature traditional artisans who work in pottery, weaving, labor fields (fish net weavers, gun makers, black smiths), wood carving, and instrument making, as well as artisans who work in modern crafts such as animé costuming and car clubs.  We have specially sponsored programming that features connections between folk traditions and health and nutrition, so we would love to include people and/or groups who can share knowledge about herbal medicine, beekeeping, seed saving, traditional agriculture methods, and more in a dynamic and interactive way.
What will my exhibit space be like?

All artisans will be assigned an exhibit space varying from 6x6 to 12x12.  Space numbers and a diagram will be sent to you in advance. You are encouraged to bring your own props to have a more attractive booth. Volunteers will be available to man booths for breaks. Most of the spaces will be indoors; however we will have some outdoor space for those who require/prefer it (large displays, blacksmiths, etc.) Please indicate outdoor preference on the application form.
Will I get paid and/or have to pay to participate?
No.  If you are selling merchandise or promoting your service, you will not be paid to participate, but there is no booth fee and you get to keep 100% of your sales! If you have been asked to exhibit or demonstrate and are not selling merchandise, please contact us. 

How can I take part?

Fill out the attached application form/contract and return it to the North Carolina Folklife Institute via email (ncfolklife@gmail.com) or mail. If you need an application form, email the Folklife Institute or call (919) 383-6040.

Who is sponsoring the event?

The festival is sponsored by the North Carolina Folklore Society in honor of its 100th anniversary, in partnership with the North Carolina Folklife Institute and the UNC Department of American Studies. The Society and the festival are not-for-profit and these organizations are not benefitting monetarily from the event.

How should I make accommodations?

A list of commercial accommodations in the area can be found at www.ncfolk.org.  Please make reservations in advance, as the festival takes place during UNC’s Parent’s Weekend and a home football game!  We will have a limited number of home-stay opportunities available; if lodging is a hardship, please indicate home-stay interest on the application form.
